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PREFACE. 


.At  the  Annual  l\')wn  Mectin.g-,  March  3,  1873,  a 
Gonimittec  was  appointed  to  collect,  revise,  and  i)rint  the 
se\-eral  .Addresses  made  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Town 
I  lalh  SL'jyieniber  10,  1872,  the  Committee  consisting  of 
j.  M.  R.  IiAiox,  George  H.  Eeris,  and  Georgi-  Cum^iMngs. 
}\itoi'ts  were  made  at  once  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
town,  but  it  was  not  till  near  the  time  the  Hall  was 
destr()\  ed  by  hre  that  all  the  papers  were  receixed.  After 
the  hrc,  the  Conmiittee  decided  to  av.'ait  furtlier  instiaic- 
tion  from  the  town  before  giving  the  papers  to  the  ]jress. 
As  the  result  of  this  delav,  we  are  enabled  to  give,  in  a 
Supplement,  the  proceedings  at  the  Dedieation  of  the 
second  Town  Hall. 

H\  an  informal  vote  of  the  town,  we  also  insert  a  brief 
>keleh  oh  the  several  churches,  from  their  organization  to 
llu-  present  time,  together  with  the  names  of  the  pastors 
w  ho  ha\  e  served  them. 

There  will  also  be  found,  at  the  close  of  this  little 
\'oIume,  a  record  of  tlie  soldiers  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion frc)ni  the  town  of  .Medlield. 

At  his  ow  n  recjuest,  George  H.  Ellis  has  been  excused 
from  .^erxing  on  this  conamittee. 

j.  .M.  R.  Eatox, 
George.  Cuarmexgs. 


ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 


The  Order  of  Exercises  at  the  Dedication  was  as 
follows: — •  , 

MUSIC. 

Medfiet.d  Cornet  Baxd,  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Leader. 
INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 

Rev,  C.  C.  Sewall,  President  of  the  Day. 

Delivery  of-  the  Keys  and  Papers,  by  Charles  Hamant,  Esq.,  and 
Reception  of  the  Same,  by  J.  B.  Hale,  Esq.,  in  behalf 
of  the  Citizens  of  the  Town. 

/  .■  DEDICATORY  TRAYER. 

Rev.  J.  M.  R.  Eaton. 

SINGING. 

Medkh.ld  Cuoral  Union,  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Conductor. 
ADDRESS. 

RoiiERT  R.  DiSHor,  Esq.,  of  Newton,  a  native  of  Medfield. 

MUSIC. 


REMARKS  EROM  OTHERS  PRESENT. 
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SIXC^IXC. 

An  0(.lc  written  by  the  Rr.w  C.  C".  Skwai.i, 

\Vc  nicJitatc  tlu:  l'>)niKr  cla\> 

And  nu  in'rics  uf  the  dcatl, 
While  lure  \\c  lift  tlu-  voice  of  i)ivii--c 

To  Him,  whose  Sj)iril  led 

Our  fathers  to  this  p,o  )d!v  place, 
Whose  worth  they  did  not  know  ; 

And  here  u[)p.eld  them  Ir:  his  grace, 
When  press'd  by  sa\  aL;e  loc. 

What  they  endmcd,  historic  jxigc 
Transmits  with  truthful  care  ; 

And  we  the  y,(jodIy  heritage 
In  peace  and  safety  share. 

One  lo\-a]  son    —  to  birthj^lace  true  — 
Though  dead  thus  sjieaks  t<.)-day  : 
"The  gift  you  take  will  oft  renew 
A  debt  you  cannot  pay 

"  Save,  only,  if  your  souls  be  tired 
With  gen'rous.  manly  /l  al 
To  consecrate  —  all  I  desired  — 

Its  use  to  public  IC'ill. 

"  A  bond  of  union  let  it  be, 

W  inning  all  hearts  to  ]Kacc  ; 
l'"rom  all  t!i-~sensions  keep  vou  free, 
And  \oiu  b-.st  strength  increase. 

"So,  wliile  the  year.>  sliall  onward  roll. 
Peace  l)e  the  .-pirit  l.eie  ; 
The  ti\\l  re>oive  of  ev"r\-  sonl 
'Vo  make  that  peace  n\ore  dear. 

" 'l"he  herit.ige  vou  now  iv»-sess, 
Far  richer,  then,  will  be  ; 
\"oi.u  homes  the  smile  of  (iod  will  bless  : 
^'ou^  hearl>  fi^m  pains  be  free." 

i]i:xi;i)ic'  Jiox. 

Rev.    I  wsr^  II.  Wi(.(;).\. 


ur-r'.-  W.  Clifii.  ry,  (!.»nor  uf  th.-  Hull.    1  )if  ,l  .June  2G,  ISCG. 


PUBLIC  SERVICES. 


At  luilf-pasl  one  o'clocl:  in  llie  aflcrnoon,  Sept.  lo, 
I  87?,  tlie  l  lall  was  filled  wllh  citizens  and  iin'iled  gnesis 
from  al)n\id.  .After  nnisic  Ivr  tlie  Alcdfield  Cornet  Jnind, 
Mr.  Isaac  1'^eskl.  in  behnlf  of  the  Trustees,  introduced 
Ivev.  C.  C.  S]:\VAi.i.  as  President  of  the  day. 

ADDKl^SS  OF  REV.   CHARLES  C.   SEW  ALL. 

/vZ/f'Ti'  Citizens,  Ladies  and  Ge//!/eiJUvi : — 

I  congratiilatc  voii  ii]X)n  tiic  occurrini;  of  this  )nuch  desired 
nrid  Ixiig  deferred  oeeasioii.  1  eon-i'atukile  you  that  we  are  as- 
sembled to  receive,  arid  by  formal  act  take  possession  of,  lids 
c-()>i]y  ;vra  beautiful  structure —  tlie  noble  and  generous  legac)'  of 
a  native  of  this  place,  lie  was  cu.t  down,  as  you  know,  by  in- 
siJ.it)us  anil  fal.d  cnsease.  in  tiie  midst  of  an  active,  useful  and 
honorable  manhooJ,  while  \et  the  enjoyments,  promises,  and 
l"io]K*s  ol  diie  v.'ere  fresh  and  full  in  liis  possession  ;  but  with  a 
noble  sentiment  ot  lo}-altv  to  the  of  his  birth  and  home, 

and  a  stron-j;  desire  for  its  end)ellishment  and  ]M-os])erit\-,  he  Ijc- 
<iueathed  a  larL;e  part  of  his  olate  to  tliree  confidential  friencls, 
in  trust,  to  be  In'  them  ap[)re)priated  and  expended,  according;  to 
his  wishes,  for  tlie  erection  of  tiris  building-;  tlurs  leaving  a  me- 
niv)rial  of  himself,  which  it  should  be  our  pride  to  guard  with 
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sacred  care,  aiul  an  c\'ai"ni)]c  whicli  it  sliould  be  the  aiiibitioii  of 
all,  cs}")ccia]ly  of  our  )-()unL;'  HK-n,  to  iniilatc,  l)y  a  walclifiil  i"c:;ard 
for  \hv  public  wclfaic,  and  ]>)•  zealous  cndca\'ors  to  promote  it. 

llax  ini;  fmisliod  tlicii'  work  in  discharge  of  the  solemn  trust 
confided  to  them,  tlie  trustees  are  now  al)out  to  suiacnder  the 
noble  gift  of  oui-  1)eriefactor  into  the  keeping  of  tlie  citizens  of 
IMedfield,  aiid  we  are  heie  to  dedicate  it,  by  appropriate  services, 
to  the  oidy  use  and  })urpose  for  which  it  was  designed. 

IVrmit  me,  tlien.  in  the  })lace  wliich  J  occupy  at  )our  recjuest, 
to  sav,  very  briefly,  that  the  occasion  demands  of  us  the  grateful 
recognition  and  acknowledgment  of  the  mcagnitude  and  wortli  of 
the  gift  we  are  about  to  receive,  and  of  the  noble  sentiment  which 
prompted  it ;  the  recognition  and  ackriowdcdgmcnt,  also,  of  the 
fidelit\-  with  wliich  the  trust  committed  by  our  benefactor  to  his 
friends  has  been  fulfilled,  and  the  work  of  their  agents,  the  archi- 
tects of  the  building,  performed.  And  that  all  this  is  to  be 
suj')jdemented  by  our  solemn  dedication  of  the  building  to  its  only 
proi)cr  and  intended  i)ur]')()se  ;  to  the  better  accommodation  of  the 
citizens  of  this  [)lace  in  discharge  of  their  niunici[)al  obligations 
and  duties  ;  to  the  calm,  conscientious,  and  careful  consideration 
of  whatever  events  ma}'  occur  oi-  propositions  be  offered,  affect- 
ing the  best  interests  of  the  town  ;  to  the  deliver)-  of  useful, 
instructive.  literar\',  and  scientific  lectures';  to  the  culture  and 
practice  of  the  beautiful  art  of  music  ;  to  whatever  shall  best 
tend  to  promote  the  intellectual  and  moral  growth,  and  the 
rational  enjox-inent  and  recreation  ui  the  peo})le; — excluding,  ab- 
st)lutel\'  and  forex'cr,  whatex  er  shall  plainly  ha\"e  tendenc}'  to  foster 
habits  of  tln)U..:]itless  levit\-,  of  useless  or  injurious  expenditure  of 
time  and  nione\'.  or  of  bold  irreverence  for  those  })rinci})les  and 
institutions  upon  the  pei'man.eiice  of  which  must  e\'er  depend  tlie 
peace  and  safety,  the  morals  and  happiness  of  the  community. 
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Let  the  voice  of  fierce  and  aiii^iy  contention,  (>f  political  or  per- 
sonal crimination  and  rei^rimination,  never  be  heaid  witliin  those 
walls.  Let  thcni  never  be  desecrated  b)'  an)-  base  ])anderin^^  to 
vicious  tastes  and  desires  ;  b)'  derision  or  denial  of  tlie  oi"i;^iii  and 
authorit)-  of  our  lioly  relii;"ion,  or  by  any  irreverent  allusion  to 
those  truths,  prineii)les,  and  practic  es,  the  observance  of  whicd^i  is, 
and  must  ever  be,  of  vital  importance  to  the  cliaracter  and  tlic 
ha])piness  of  all  classes  of  the  communit}',  and  especially  to  the 
safet)'  of  the  susceptible  and  forming  minds  of  the*  }'oung 
amongst  us. 

Consecrated  to  high  and  vrorthy  ends,  let  them  stand  a  saci'Cfl 
mv-mnriLd  of  tli'c  noble  qualities  of  that  heart  which  caused  them 
to  be  elected.  Let  them  stand  a  perpetual  monument  of  the 
higli  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  character  of  the  citizens  of 
lAIedfield. 

The  keys  and  papers  were  then  delivered  by  Charles 
Mamant,  Esq.,  with  the  following"  remarks. 

REMARKS  BY  CHARLES   IL-V>L\XT,  ESQ. 

On  the  25th  day  of  June,  1866,  I  was  summoned  to  the  res- 
idence of  one  whom  I  had  known  from  his  earliest  infanc)',  who 
was  then  prostrated  and  sinking  with  a  releiitless  disease,  which 
the  united  skill  of  eminent  medical  advisers  vainly  attempted  to 
arrest. 

I  shall  iiever  foi-get  entering  that  quiet  sick  chamber,  where 
naught  was  heard  sa\-c  the  labored  breathing  of  one  who  was  so 
soon  to  ]xiss  away  ;  anxiously  and  tenderly  attendetl  by  her,  the 
nearest  and  most  dear  of  earthly  friends,  watchiing  over  him  wiih 
the  purest  arid  niost  devoted  wonianly  affection. 

There,  in  that  quiet  apartment,  with  a  mind  clear  and  imim- 
paired,  in  a  feeble  \  oice  —  comprehending  all  thai  he  desired  to 
have  accomplished,  —  he  dictated  the  instrument  by  virtue  of 
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which  the  town  of  ?krc(hlclil  this  cl;iv  comes  into  the  possession 
of  tins  commod  lous  and  hcantifiil  echlico. 

This  act  was  but  tlie  cuhnination  of  tlionpjits  wliicli  he  liad 
cherislied,  and  oftentimes  expressed  to  his  friends  and  feUow- 
townsmen,  when  he  was  in  liealth  and  in  the  active  duties  of  hfe. 
He  survixed  the  solemn  act  of  execntini;-  this  instrument  but 
tlirce  days.  On  the  28th  day  of  June  his  spirit  passed  on  to 
that  "  house  not  made  witli  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  His 
memory  will  be  cherished  and  honored  by  this  and  succeeding- 
generations. 

Since  tlie  commencement  of  this  structure,  others,  too,  wliom 
we  would  not  for^cet,  have  pT)ne  to  tlie  "  house  of  man\-  man- 
sions," who  felt  a  liveh'  interest  in  the  progress  of  this  work. 
It  is  fitting  and  appropriate  that  we  should  pause  for  a  moment 
to  remember  them. 

The  first  was  that  gray-haired  and  \-eneral  <le  nian  of  more  than 
three  score  and  ten  years, and  whose  excellences  of  character 
are  in  pleasant  remembrance  b)'  all  who  knew  him.  Amid  the 
closing  scenes  of  his  earthlv  pilgrimage,  and  but  a  few  da\-s  j^-iur 
to  liis  decease,  he  expressed  a  wish  th.at  liis  life  might  be  spai-ed, 
so  that  he  might  see  the  conii)leti()n  of  this  building. 

In  quick  succession  he  was  followed  by  one  f  faithfull}'  and 
honorably  occu])\-ing  ofiicial  positions  in  the  town.  :iud  in  the 
very  midst  of  his  usefulness.  He.  too,  .w'lile  his  strength  was 
spared,  prompted  b\'  ieelings  of  lixel)'  interest,  was  accustonied 
almost  dail)'  to  x'isit  this  spot  to  witness  the  ]M-ogress  of  the 
building  of  the  strong  foundations.  *'  .Man\-  hearts  mourn  liis 
loss." 

And  we  would  also  solemnh-  remember  the  sudden  and  start- 
ling death  of  that  father  t  of  the  donor  of  this  building,  v^  hieh 


♦Jacob  .Mai^Uall. 
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13 


took  ])l:ico  in  the  fiHowinL:;  autuniii.  lie  hwd  to  sec  tin'  coni- 
]ilv.'t!on  of  ihc  external  part  of  the  house,  and  obe)  ed  tlic  sum- 
mons to  cle|)art —  the  hist  meni])ei'  of  his  famih  .  1 1 e  lias  [;()nc 
t(^  join  "  the  cleail  found  faitliful  to  the  end." 

Tlu  re  are  others  of  whom  we  think  to  da}-,  aiid  of  whom  we 
would  kiiuU)-  speak,  luit  want  of  time  forbids. 

'Jd-ie  I'oard  of  d^rustces  woidd  feel  that  the  exercises  of  the 
houi"  would  be  inccniplete,  did  wc  not  grateludl}"  recollect  the  true, 
womanlv  afiection  that  prompted  the  widow  of  our  benefactor  to 
abi'.le  h\\  and  accept  of.  the  testanieiitary  }j]-ovisions  made  for 
her.  r;iiher  than  waixdng  them,  and  b\'  so  doini;'  receix  ing  a  much 
].n-L;er  pecimiar}'  consideration.  W  e  are  most  ha];]n'  to  bear  tes- 
timoii}-  to  the  honorahde  and  ladydike  disposition  which  she  has 
e.xhibited  to  us  in  all  our  l)usiness  relations  with  her. 

I  will  now  very  briefly  ])ass  to  a  sketch  of  our  doini;"s  since 
we  determined  U})on  the  question  as  to  the  time  of  buildiuL;. 

It  ma}'  not  be  known  to  all  that,  b}'  the  conditions  of  the 
will,  this  was  left  somewhat  discretionary  with  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  one  coridition  dc-pending  \itall}'  u])on  the  e.\i>ressed 
wish  and  authorit}-  of  the  town,  and  to  be  determined  b}'  their 
\"tes  at  a  meetin,:;-  le-ally  held  foi"  that  ]:ur},ose.  And  here  let 
me  sa}'  that  all  our  ]iroceedinL;s  have  been  L',uided  hy  a  desire  to 
pri'iuou-  the  best  iiUercsts  of  the  town,  as  the}'  were  so  soon 
to  come  into  j^ossession.  We,  ho\\e\'er,  felt  sr^credl}-  bound  to 
respect  the  verbally  expressed  wishes  of  the  testator,  made  to 
one  VI  the  ]M>ard  at  the  time  the  trust  was  created  ;  namel}', 
that  it  slvjuld  be.  in  its  exterior  and  interior  arranL;ements  and 
lorm,  plea.siuL;"  and  attractix  e  to  the  e}  e  of  ])ersons  of  eulti\  ated 
tastes  and  p)Os.sessinL:  knowledL;e  of  rules  of  architecture.  I'or- 
tunately  for  two  of  the  iMjarth  th.e  one  selected  from  a  neighbor- 
ing town  ^  po.sse.ssed  in  :u\  eminent   degree   thie  qualifications 

•Hon.  K.  1'.  Carpoiiti  I .  of  Foxlioio. 
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necessary  to  diiect  in  the  initintnry  proceetliiiL;'^  ;  and  we  beg- 
leave  liei-e  and  now,  for  onrsel\-es  and  in  b.'lialf  of  r)nr  cilizms, 
gratefully  to  thank  Inni  for  the  valn.ihle  services  lie  lias  r«.-ndere(l 
without  nione\'  or  ])rice. 

In  regard  to  the  location  of  tlu>  house  tlie  Trustees  had  no  will 
or  wish  })ai-tieularly  their  own  to  gratif\',  hut  brought  tlie  rjuestion 
belore  a  \'er\-  full  meeting  of  our  legal  voters;  and  tlieii-  enlluisi- 
astic  and  uiianimous  verdict  was  in  fa\-or  of  the  present  site.  'l"he 
bond  required  by  the  will  was  unanimnnsl)-  authorized  by  a  large 
vote,  and  notldng  remained  on  the  }xu-t  of  the  town  to  be  accom- 
plished ;  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  presNing  desire  and  increasing 
ititerest  that  the  work  of  buildiivg  should  immediately  be  com- 
menced. Accordingl)'  three  distinguished  artists  were  found 
wlio  were  willing  to  compet"e,  upon  the  terms  proposed,  and  three 
vSeparate  plans,  all  having  merits  worthy  of  consideration,  were 
furnished,  one  of  which,  after  mature  deliberation,  was  accepted 
by  the  l^oard.  An  unforeseen  difficult}'  now  arose.  No  con- 
tractor couLl  be  found  who  was  willing  to  undertake  the  work 
for  the  means  we  had  in  our  hands  —  a  dilemma  for  which  we 
had  not  provi  IclI.  But  gencrousl}'  and  unsolicited  by  us  our 
friends  brought  the  subject  before  the  towii,  and  ati  appropriation 
was  unanimtviisl)-  made,  covering  ex]icnses  alread\-  incurred  in  tlie 
purchase  and  gra.ling  of  t!ie  land,  leaving  tlie  tru^CL  fund  to  be 
used  wlioU  s'  in  the  erection  and  furnisliing  of  the  house  :  a  desire 
expressed  bv  the  doiior  when  making  the  bec|uest,  and  the  work 
has  been  accompli>!ied  substantially  in  accordance  with  the 
original  designs. 

The  contractors,  honorable  men  of  means  and  al)ilit\',  it  is 
believed,  have  failhfull\-  and  substantially  performed  tlie  work, 
and  we  trust  with  n.o  pe:uniary  loss  to  themselves.  W'e  feel  that 
great  credit  is  due  also  to  the  arciiitects,  ^lessrr,.  Hartw^dl  & 
Swasev,  for  the  beautiful  mo.lel  furndslied,  the   pleasing  and 
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attractixc  whicli  i[  i»rescnls  to  us  niul  to  tin.'  ]>assii]L;- 

straiiL;\'r.  Otlici"  tlioiu^lits  ciowd  upon  our  luiiul,  luit  1  lia\c 
alrcacl}'  ()ccu})ictl  move  time  than  I  .shoukl. 

'"Twcic  v<(i)i  (ilt()iii:(  to  sjitdL-  ilic  Worth 
Of  l)cncfaclioii  Mic!i  as  (liis; 
Our  hope  sliall  be  tliat  it  give  hirth 
To  noblest  iini>ulic,  and  witli  b!ii.s 
Be  crowned,  siirj^assinc;  all  leuard 
\Vhich  worldly  honor,  r.mk  and  fame, 
With  hoarded  wealth,  can  c'ci  afford 
To  him  who  notliing'  more  can  claim." 

i\Ir.  Chairman  of  tlic  Board  of  Sclcctnicn,  —  This  building 
hax'ini;'  now  boon  completed  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Board  of 
Triistees.  Avhcm  1  have  the  honor  to  rei^j-eseiU,  in  their  liehrdf  1 
now  ]iresent  you  tlicse  ke}'s,  and  in  accordance  with  ihc  i)io\  is- 
ions  of  the  will,  this  deed  of  conxeyance  by  \  irtue  of  which  this 
beautiful  estate  passes  from  the  custody  of  the  'J^rustees,  nnd 
\'ests  the  title  in  the  inhabitants  of  Medhcld.  I  also  j^resent  \-C)U 
with  policies  of  insurance  upon  the  buildini;-.  I'hus  is  consum- 
mated the  exj^ressed  wishes  and  dii'ecticais  of  the  testator,  and 
mav  it  be  a  lastini;-  Ijcnefit  to  this  and  succeeding  generations. 

J.  1).  I  I.M.I-.,  E^q.,  ill  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  received  the  keys  and  |)a])ers,  with  the  following 
remarks. 

REM.\RK.S  ];V  J.   1;.   ll.MJ:,  ESQ. 

jl/r.  CJiainiidJi ,  and  Gcutlmiai  of  iJw  Board  of  7)n stirs:  — 

'i'he  reception  in  behalf  of  tiie  ti'wn  of  tliis  noljle  ljuilding 
is  one  of  the  most  acce})Lal)le  orTrci:d  duties  I  ha\'e  been  called 
ii})on  to  ])erform.  1  do  not  forget  that  it  is  the  t)osition  I  liappen 
to  occu})\"  at  thi.s  time,  more  than  m\-  own  merit,  that  brings  mc 
before  you  to-da)'. 

It  seems  almost  like  a  dream  that,  after  using  the  "IMceting- 
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lluiis-j"  for  m,)io  llr.iu  two  cciUurics  for  town  parpo.scs,  atvl  in 
later  yciirs  rooms  not  a:la])tcd  to,  or  conwnicnt  for,  tlu-  wants 
of  the  town,  we  are  the  I'eeipients  of  this  beautiful  Hall  willnuit 
the  aslvin--.  and  willi  very  little  effort  on  our  pai  t  ;  and  it  mai  ks 
an  imi^ortant  era  in  oui'  histor\-,  tliat  a  eitizen  born  and  reared 
in  our  niidst,  one  wh(rse  aneeslors  ha\e  dwelt  hei'e  for  four 
generations,  and  are  mentioned  with  honor  in  our  ])ul)lic  reeords 
of  Revolutionary  times,  should  find  liis  dudy  and  inelination 
in  devoting  so  lai'ge  a  ]X)i  tion  of  the  fruits  of  Ids  labors  foi'  the 
puldie  good.  May  posterity  honor  his  memt^ry,  and  otlicis 
follow  his  example  ! 

I  would  that  1  were  capal^le  of  doing  justiee  to  tliis  occasion, 
but  language  fails  me.  A  few  words  to  yourself  and  your 
associates. 

You  have  been  pleased  from  the  first  to  show  me  tlie  [)lans 
offered,  and  to  express  your  feelings  and  desires  very  full\-  in 
executing  the  trust  confided  to  your  hands;  and  it  gi\'es  me 
pleasure  to-day  to  testify  to  your  uiiwearied  zeal  and  eaiaiestness 
that  nothing  sliould  be  overlooked  tliat  could  add  to,  or  enhance 
the  value  of,  this  noble  benefaction.  I  eojigratulate  \'ou  in  yo'ar 
clioicc  of  arcliitects,  —  gentlemen  who  liave  shown  ennnent 
qualifications  for  their  })]-ofcssion,  who  have  carried  out  j'o^/r 
intention  to  })rovide.  in  accordance  witli  tlie  de.^ire  of  tlie  gen- 
erous donor,  a  building  that  slirudd  be  substantial,  that  should 
])e  useful  for  the  present  and  prosjvective  wants  rtf  tlie  town, 
and  whose  proportions  sliould  be  a  pleasure  to  the  eye  and  an 
ornament  to  onr  village.  In  all  these  })articulars.  r^7^/  Diorc, 
you  liaxe  been  eminenth'  .successlul,  and  ha\e  the  proud  satis- 
faction of  a  solemn  trust  well  j^erlormed. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  was  then  offered  ]3V  Rev.  J.  M. 
R.  Eaton  ;  and  after  ^iivginu"  bv  the  Medhekl  Choral  Union, 
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tlic  following  address  was  (k'liwixd  1)\-  1\oi;]:r]-  J\.  llisnoi^, 
Ksq.,  of  Newton. 

ADDKKSS  O]'  ROlU^R'l-  R.  lUSIlor,  l-SO. 

1  ACCETT  with  <:,n-atcfiil  ])loasurr  {he  ta^k  of  sjicakinL;'  today; 
for  wliich  of  hor  children  can  conic  back  a-ain  lo  a  town  liavini; 
the  hislor\'  aiul  tlic  memories  of  this  town, --- can  come  back  on 
a  fcstix  al  (ka\',  —  witli  otiier  cnKUions  llian  those  of  jo\-  ancl  low  ? 
We  come,  the  soirs  and  the  dau-iileis  of  Medfield,  to  devote  to 
its  uses  in  a  forniid  manner  tliis  buildii\:;-,  tlie  gift  of  a  son  of 
I\leilhcld.  .  W'c  come  up  to  tlie  old  slieet,  we  come  under  the 
sliadow  of  tlie  old  trees.  Init  into  tliis  new  hall  which  In's  munifi- 
cence has  ]M"Ovidcd  foi'  future  L;ene]"ations.  If  )-ou  were  t(.)  \isit 
Medfield  ciMiiinL;- from  Xewton  or  Xeedliam,  and  sliould  cross  the 
hif;h  land  near  Mr.  h^ranklin  Shumwa\'s  liouse,  or  coniini;  from 
Sherburne  sliould  ]xiss  o\'er  tlie  hi]]  l)y  Mr.  Clnirles  Howe's,  or 
if  you  came  fi"om  W'aljiole  across  tliat  Ijcautiful  jilain.  near  wdiicli 
sixty  years  ago  li\  ed  tlie  beloved  pl)\'sieian  of  Medfield,  ]  )r.  hdias 
Mann,  wliose  liouse,  to  liis  credit  l)e  it  said,  tlie  jiresent  rjwner 
preserves  in  all  its  fine  old  form,  —  fi"om  eitlier  of  these  sj^ots, 
looking  toward  this  ]dace,  vou  would  see  to-day,  and  n'ou  would 
have' seen  for  years,  a  }iicture,  I  \-entuie  to  s:i\-,  unsurpassed  in 
its  kind.  Seated  liere  in  tlie  midst  of  its  emijowering  trees, 
ever)'  line  i)roportionate,  e\ery  figure  liarmonious,  tliis  jilace 
realizes  Goldsmith's  line, 

"  Loveliest  village  of  the  plain."' 

But  I  liave  l)een  struck  during  the  past  summer  —  liave  }-ou 
not.'  —  to  see  liow  tliat  picture  is  rounded  out,  and  filled,  and 
made  complete  b}"  the  outline  and  the  form  of  tliis  building  a]>- 
pearing  in  the  mid^t.  As  \"ou  loo];,  it  seems  natural,  and  \-et  it 
is  new;  it  seems  familiar,  and  yet  you  have  never  seen  it  before  ; 
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aiul  \  c)ii  cannot  Kll  wlu'thcr  l)y  its  pioporl ion,  its  conicliiuss,  and 
its  filiKss  to  the  place,  it  adoins  the  .si)()t  moic,  or  whctlicr  the 
ancient  trees,  and  the  surrounchnL;  l)uildinL;s,  and  tlie  spot  adorn 
the  Iniikling-  more.  And  let  me  con';i-atnlate  }(tn.  friends,  at  the 
outset,  upon  what.  i)ossibl}-,  is  the  cliief  characteristic  of  this  new 
buildin^i;- ;  namely,  that  it  is  fitted  to  this  old  town.  1  have  not 
forgotten  that  a  new  broom  breaks  the  handles  of  all  the  old 
ones,  nor  the  sad  story  of  the  man  wlio,  jKa-suaded  bv  his  daugh- 
ter, bought  a  jxiir  of  new  brass  andir(;ns  ;  how  the  bi"ii;'htness  (>f 
the  andii  ons  put  to  shame  the  dullness  of  the  old  sho\el  and 
tongs,  so  that  v  new  j^air  of  showl  and  tongs  had  to  l)e  bought ; 
then  the  brightness  of  the  new  shovel  and  tongs  was  a  great  dis- 
comfort to  the  old  table  and  chairs,  u.ntil  a  new  table  and  chairs 
were  obtained;  and  ihcy,  in  turn,  distressed  th.e  cari)et,  andi  that 
had  to  go  and  a  new  one  take  its  place  ;  and  so  on  until  the  man 
was  ruined.  But  the  principle  to  be  derived  Irom  such  e.\ami)les 
rightly  ai)[)re]"iended  does  not  aj^jily  to  this  case.  If  you  iiUro- 
duce  something  that  is  new  into  the  midst  of  that  wliich  is  old, 
it  does  destroy  the  harmony  of  it.  it  does  disarrange  tlie  s\-mmetrv 
of  it,  it  does  spoil  the  arrangement  of  it.  if  it  is  r.ot  fitted  for  it  ; 
but  it  adds  a  beauty  to  it,  it  discloses  a  chLU'm  which  \  ou  did  not 
suppose  existed,  it  de\elops  a  ])ei'fection  which  was  not  dreamed 
of  before,  if  it  is  fitted  to  it.  And  just  licre.  in  my  opinion, — 
pardon  me  for  sa\  ing  it. —  is  wliere  the  skill  ol  an  architect,  if  he 
has  skill,  and  the  good  sense  of  a  building  committee,  if  they 
ha\e  good  sense,  come  into  plaw  It  is  not  l.^y  the  extraxagant 
expenditure  of  mone\',  it  is  not  by  buikling  th^-  largest  liou.se.  or  the 
most  eleg.nit  hcnise.  that  an  architect  shows  hi.s  skill,  or  a  building 
committee  their  wisdom  ;  but  it  is  b\-  buikling  a.  iiouse  litted  to  its 
purposes,  and  to  its  itkice.  I  care  not  whether  the  h<iusc  ums  built 
two  hundred  \-ears  ago.  ov  built  to-d:iy.  whctlier  it  is  large  (^r  smidl, 
whether  it  is  elegant  or  economical,  —  show  me  a  house  wln\h  is 
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fitlcil  to  the  uses  in  wliich  it  i>  to  \>u{,  and  to  the  sj)Ot  on  wliich 
it  stands,  aiul  I  will  sliow  you  a  liouso  built  in  good  taste,  and  with 
good  sense.  'J'l)-  this  house  h\-  that  standard.  Consider  the  proh- 
leni  the  'IVustees  were  to  solve;  the  germ  of  it,  the  substance  c»[ 
it,  is  eon[ained  in  aj)t  ];niguage  in  tl)e  will  of  the  donor,  wlien  he  re- 
quires llu;  Trustees  to  erect  a  building,  sueh  for  "materials,  t'onn, 
and  beaut}-  of  tinisli,"  as  a  judicious  e.xpenditm-e  of  the  bequest 
would  admit.  Jreauty  of  finish!  tiiat  is  one  requirement.  Wdu) 
are  they  who  dislike  beauty  ?  Wdiere  is  hv'  \vho  is  not  better  for 
the  beaut}'  of  flowers  ?  Wdiere  is  he  wh.o  is  not  ha})pier  for  tlic 
beaut}-  there  is  in  the  I'aces  of  little  children.^  'Jdie  difficnlty  is 
to  determine  what  is  beauty,  for  it  consists  as  much  in  the  ab- 
sence of  tliosc  things  which  offend  the  taste,  as  in  the  pi-esence 
of  those  which  gratify  it.  It  consists  in  the  chasteness  and 
rigidit}'  of  exclusion  as  mucli  as  in  the  an-!|)litude  of  admission. 
But  sui-ely  those  things  which  are  beautiful  onl}'  are  of  no  ser- 
vice, and  therefore  should  be  discarded  ;  and  he  who  saws  that  will 
point  us  to  a  score  of  things  about  this  buil  ling  whicli  should 
have  been  omitted  because  the}"  are  beautiful  only.  Au<]  1  think 
if  he  were  to  come  up  from  the  North  Faid,  and  round  the  corner, 
ami  take  a  full  \'ie\v  of  this  building,  the  first  thing  he  would  put 
in  his  catalogue  woidd  be  tlie  gTaceful  aivj  air\-  railing  wliich  runs 
along  the  ridge-pole  and  moimts  the  turret.  That,  surel}',  is  of 
no  scr\dce.  It  is  gracefud,  it  is  beautiful,  it  make.^  you  better  for 
looking  at  it;  but  it  is  of  no  serxice,  and  therefore  it  should  have 
been  oniitted  ;  of  no  more  service,  friend,  than  the  two  buttons 
on  the  back  of  your  coat,  and  therefore  should  have  been  omitted. 
A  little  girl  who  was  born  and  had  spent  all  her  childhood  in 
India,  was  sent  at  the  proper  time  to  her  aunt,  in  New  England, 
to  be  educated.  On  the  morning-  after  he)-  arrival  her  aunt 
dressed  her  in  a  nev,"  gown  maile  purpo^elv  of  very  jjlain  stuff, 
because  she  kneu-  the  little  girl  had  not  been  accustomed  to 
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finci)'.  and  [he  only  oniamcnls  there  were  on  the  dress  were  (wo 
sim])le  hows,  one  at  the  elhow  and  the-  other  at  tlie  shoulder. 
The  little  ^irl  eame  down  to  hreakt'itst,  and,  aftei"  "(iood  niorn- 
in^L;-,"  lot)kin!j;  at  the  bows  witli  a  pleased  hnt  pn/zled  expre-ssion 
said,  "Auntie,  I  ani  ^i;lad  ^on  put  these  bows  upon  my  dress,  they 
are  so  condortable  and  eon\'enient."  She  had  not  the  voeabu- 
lai"\' of  fashion,  but  she  knew  tliat  the\'  made  her  comfoi'table  and 
happy.  Slie  instineti vel\-  knew  that,  like  all  proper  adornment 
they  marked  the  dilferenee  between  ci\ili/ed  enjo)inents  and 
b a r b a r o u s  p  1  e a  s  Li  I- e s . 

The  other  recjuirement  is  as  to  form  and  materials  :  rmd  what 
sliould  tliese  be  but  ot  the  most  i)ermanent  and  enduring,' eharae- 
ter,  —  for  this  buikliiiL',  is  not  built  for  a  da)',  but  for  \  ()ur  ehikhvn 
and  theii"  elukh-en's  chikh  en.  A  house,  like  niLitrimonw  like  wed- 
lock, sliould  endure.  And  how  mucdi  th(tui;ht  theie  was  in  the 
language  of  him  who  said:  "This  has  l)een  a  L;o()d  house  to  li\e 
in  ;  it  shall  be  a  i^ood  house  to  die  in."  /\nd  if  that  is  true, 
friends, .of  your  house  and  of  mine,  Imw  mueli  truer  is  it  of  the 
house  of  the  t(.)wai,  built,  and  to  stand,  in  memorial  of  her  son. 
Lookini;",  (hen,  friends,  into  the  future,  tliinkin-'  o!  the  (hi\s 
which  shall  be  wlien  we  ai"e  not,  shall  we  not  jMonounee  this  a 
work  \\ell  done,  and  done  foi"ever 

And  tlunkiiiL;  ol  tht.^  future,  we  come  natur.dK'  to  thiid<  of 
the  p3.st,  of  that  loni;"  succession  ol  veai's,  that  Ion-  processioii  of 
events,  which  ha\-e  transpired  since  Medfield  became  a  town. 
Medfield  became  a  town  in  1650.'  Think  how  loni;'  aL;'o  that  w;is  I 
Then  Olixer  Caomwell  was  at  the  head  ol  tiie  Sta.te  in  l  ju;lan(l, 
and  John  Milton  was  his  secretary.  Kini;  Charles  the  hdrst  liad 
been  belieaded  about  one  )\-ar,  and  }lam[)den  had  been  dead 
about  seven  \'e:irs.  In  the  prt)\ince  of  Massachusetts  there 
were,  I  beliexe,  a])out  forty  towns.-    The  s|)irit  ot  intolerance 

1.  For  this  ami  siu  t  e«'<liii;j;  refL-rciK e>,  .>it  c  XuTi:s  ainitinlcd. 
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aiul  o|)])rcssii)n  ai^ainst  the  Ouakcis  ami  oilier  lici\-tics  was  rising 
to  its  lull  hcij^lu.     The  next  John  Chirko  jtroaohocl  to  a 

handful  of  l)aj)list.-.  at  L\  nn,  and  ho  was  ])ubliel\'  ti  iod  In'  a  court, 
antl  sentenced  to  i)a\'  a  tine,  and  one  of  his  associates  })uhlicly 
\vhi[)))ed  ;  and  the  law  pre\-iousl\'  i)asse(.l,  ])er]iaps  desi<;necl  ori;^^- 
inall\-  to  ]:)revent  such  civil  disorders  as  had  prevailed  in  lun'ope, 
was  set  in  force  with  intent  to  banish  forever  all  Hajttists  Ironi 
the  soil  of  r^Iassachiisetts.'^  In  the  same  year  a  law  was  jxissed 
prohihitinL;  i;entlemen  from  wearing"  top-boots,  and  gold  and  siK'er 
lace,  and  }:)rohil)itinL;-  ladies  from  wearing,  among  other  things, 
'rillan\-  hoods,  Luid  requiring  that  the  selectmen  should  see  to 
tlie  fulfdlment  of  these  requirements.''  If,  as  1  susj^ect,  Tiffany 
hootls  bore  some  relation  to  modern  bonnets,  I  ha\  e  no  doubt  the 
selectmen  had  an  agreeal")le  dut\'  in  enforcing  the  jjail  of  the  law 
which  ajiplied  to  them.  In  the  same  year  a  war  of  conquest  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  ICngland,  for  the  subju- 
gation and  annexation  of  New  ^^ork,  was  j^revented  by  the  sober 
common  sense  of  ?klassachusetts. 

Among  tlie  towns  most  remarkable,  in  some  respects,  of  that 
colony  was  the  town  of —  Contentment.  Yes,  that  was  the  name  ; 
for  when  the  first  settlers  of  Dedham  had  built  their  houses,  and 
m;u-ked  uut  their  lots,  they  })etitioned  the  (ieneral  Court  to  be 
incorj)orated  as  a  town  under  the  name  of  (T)ntentment,  because 
they  said  the\"  had  obser\-ed  the  strifes  wiiich  were  i)revalent  in 
the  other  towns  of  the  pre)\-ince,  and  had  observed  how  good  men 
coubd  dip  their  hands  in  each  other's  bk^fxl  for  tlie  sake  of  relig- 
ious opinions  ;  therefore,  they,  being  peaceably  disiuxsed,  of  one 
mind  and  heart,  inclined  to  li\e  together  in  unity  and  the  fear  of 
Ciod,  prayed  to  be  incorporated  as  a  town,  and  that  their  senti- 
ments might  be  embodied  in  its  name.  T)Ut  the  Ceneral  Court 
thought  otherwise,  and  incor{)orated  the  town  under  the  name  of 
Dedham.    This  was  in   1635.    Shortly  afterward  many  of  the 
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in]ial)it:in1s,  alliireH]  l)y  (he  of  llic  soil,  tlu- l)c:ii!t v  of  tin's 

spre;uliiv^-  plain,  and  llu-  luxinianrc  of  the  meadow^,  canu-  to 
what  is  now  Mcciricll,  aivJ  scUk-d  what  was  then  calk-d  :\K-ad- 
fijl.!  and  l>o.:;ast()w,  and  in  the  \cars  \(')'^o  and  1651  this  was 
cstablislu.'d  as  a  distinct  t.")wn,  the  hrst  olT.shoot  from  iJedham.'' 

In  the  year  1631,  John  hdiot  nndertook  to  foian  his  se  ttle- 
ment of  Indians  at  Sonth  Xatiek.  lie  built  three  long- si;reets 
on  the  banks  of  the  Charles  River,  and  drew  the  Indians  into 
hal)itations,  aiid  elothed  them  with  i-aiment,  and  ])ut  over  them 
the  laws  which  Jethro  recommended  to  l\b)ses,  —  one  rulei'  for  a 
hundred,  two  riders  for  fifties,  ten  rulers  foi"  tens.  I  )edham  com- 
plained of  bein;^  deprived  of  that  territory,  and  aeeordingly 
commissioners  v\-ere  appointed  to  go  (Uit  and  insjjeet,  and  ];)i-ovide 
other  land  foi-  Dedliam  in  tlie  plare  of  that  tal;en  at  South  Xatiek 
for  the  Indians,  d'hc  commissionei-s  went  to  Ashburrdiam  and 
the  district  comprising  wliat  are  now  the  other  t(/wns  on  the 
border  of  ^lassachnsctts  near  tlie  southern  line  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire. If  yon  sliould  take  the  Clinton  and  I'dtehburg  Railroad  and 
go  to  that  vicinity,  even  if  you  should  go  no  fnidher  than  I'dteh- 
burg, and  look  out  npon  the  Rollstone  Hill,  wideh  is  opj^oslte,  I 
think  you  would  mnke  the  same  report  wiiieh  tiie  comm issioiiers 
made  when  they  came  back  ;  they  said  that  it  seemed  to  be  the 
backbone  of  the  ])i-ovince,  and  the)'  did  not  think  it  was  fit  for 
agricnltui-al  purposes. 

Meanwhile  reports  of  the  gnwat  fertility  of  the  Connecticut 
Vallev  had  come  to  the  Ivast,  and  other  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed Vvdio  v/ent  to  wliat  is  now  the  beautiful  town  of  DeerfiL-ld. 
ddiere  they  saw  sncli  intervaljs  as  {hey  had  never  seen  before, 
and  looked  up  )n  such  mca  lows  as  wei^e  now'nere  else  in  the 
province  except  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Connecticut  Iviver;  and  like 
the  messen-.i;ers  of  old,  they  came  back  and  bronglu  a  faxoral^le 
report ;  and  st;)  it  was  that  the  eight  thousand  acres  of  land  given 
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by  the  Cu'iu  ral  Court  to  IX-dliam,  in  \)hcv  of  the  land  at  Soiiih 
Natick  which  had  Ixcii  taken  a\va\-,  was  localrd  at  iJorifu  ld. 
Thcrcaftcrwards,  Dceiliekl,  Dcchiain,  and  Mc-dfuld  lia\c  inuji 
that  is  comnuMi  in  their  historw  'J  ho  nanio.s  whieli  \-ou  will  lind 
upon  the  leeords  of  one  town  arc  louinl  u})on  the  iccords  of  the 
othei-s  ;  father  and  mother  in  one,  son  and  dauL.;htci-  in  the  others. 
]£leaze)"  Lusher,''  who  was  apjxMiited  to  (li\"ide  the  lands  in  Na- 
tick for  the  Indians,  was  the  hrst  town  clerk  of  Medfield;  )-et  he 
never  li\ed  in  Medficld  hiniscll,  hut  retained  his  residence  in 
Dcdhani.  Roljcit  Ilinsdale  li\ed  in  1  )^'dhani.  then  came  to 
i\Iedficld,  tlien  went  to  Jleerfield,  and  with  his  thiee  sons  was 
slain  at  l^lood)-  lh"ook  on  that  beautiful  SejVLcmber  morning-  as 
they  were  carrying  the  L;'rain  to  lladlew'  And  the  names  of 
Frary  and  other  ninncs  are  common  upon  all  the  records. 

iJeerfield  and  Medhclcl  were  luUh  sul)jected  to  tlie  fije  and 
l)lood  of  Indian  war.  I  su])pose  tlie  best  account  of  the  sackiiii^ 
and  burninL;'  of  Medheld  is  the  contemi)orary  one  written  by 
Hubbard,  miiiister  of  Ipswich,  two  )ears  after  the  ex'ent  took 
place.'*  He  says  it  is  indeed  a  surj-risiuL;  thiui;'  tliat  Medfield 
should  ha\'e  been  buimed  at  all.  l)ecause  warned  by  the  loss  of 
Lancaster,  ^Medficld,  toi^ether  with  some  other  tt)wns,  liad  ])V0- 
vided  ilself  with  ij^arrison-sokliers.  and  there  wei-e  i)leiUy  of 
soldiers  in  the  town.  lUit  the  garrison  troops  were  billeted  up 
and  down  the  town,  and  could  not  be  readily  gathered  together. 
And  he  says,  what  1  expect  is  not  e\-en  now  an  uncommon  fact, 
the  farmers  of  Medficld  had  taken  u]:»  more  land  than  the)-  could 
well  take  care  of.  and  so  bushes  and  trees  had  grown  u])  from  the 
stum})s.  and  tiierebv  the  Imiians  were  better  enabled  to  secrete 
themselves  over  night  under  the  bushes  and  trees,  and  near  the 
fences  and  barns,  and  so  to  spring  upon  the  town  at  the  break 
of  day.  He  records  that  tlie  first  house  burned  was  that  of 
Samuel  ]\Iorse,  at  the  east  part  of  the  town,  und(Uibtedly  a  house 
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staiuliivj:  upon  tlic  Morse  csi:itc.  which  has  rcinaiiicd  in  the 
family  ever  since.  This,  lie  says,  was  the  si-nal  for  the  universal 
fu'mi;,  and  tlie  shoolini;-  of  the  inhahitants  as  thev  ran  out  (<f 
doors.  A  father  and  one  cliild  wuuld  run  in  one  ihrection. 
and  the  mother  and  another  chiKl  in  tlie  other;  one  was  saved 
and  the  other  perished.  lie  relates  how  an  old  man  nearly 
one  hundred  years  old  was  burned  in  his  dwellinL;', —  john  I-'ussell 
He  says  the  lieutenant  of  the  town,  lirnry  Adams,  who  came 
from  Rraiiitree,  and  wlio  was  a  lineal  ancestor  of  Mr.  John  W'ick- 
liffe  Adams,  was  shot  in  his  door-wa\-,''  and  his  wife  j>ei  ished  soon 
afterward  by  the  accidental  tlischar-'e  of  a  musket  in  the  house. 
Seventeen  or  eighteen  people  were  slain,  or  mortally  wounded, 
and  ,C^,000  worth  of  jM'operty  destroyetl.  l-'inallv  the  Indians 
were  driven  over  the  bridi^e  into  Medwav  by  the  hriuL,^  o{  canon. 
But  he  records  the  mercy  of  Providence  which  spared  the  two 
garrison-houses,  and  the  better  part,  as  he  s:ivs,  of  the  dwelliiigs.'" 

Deerfield  was  likewise  sacked  in  the  b'rench  and  Imlian  war 
thirty  years  later.  Nor  is  Deerfield  the  t)nl\-  town  at  the  western 
part  of  the  State  which  has  intimate  associiitions  with  Medtield. 
Sturbridge  was  some  fifty  \ears  later  settled  b}-  an  immigration 
from  IMcdheld  ;  and  the  tales  of  tamil}'  \  isits  there  —  bn.>thers, 
cousfns,  and  friends  making  the  journey  on  horseback  —  are  in 
our  memory  still." 

In  the  Revolutionarv  War.  and  in  the  stormy  and  critical 
period  which  preceded  it,  when  the  minds  (^f  men  were  forming, 
Medfield  took  no  inconsiderable  part.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
town-meetings  of  r)Oston  for  tlie  ten  years  jireceding  the  battle 
of  Lexington,  tried  by  the  cojisequcnces  of  tlieir  language  and 
deeds, Were  aniong  the  most  important  public  assemblages  men- 
tioned in  historv.  The  other  tov.  ns  of  the  Colony  must  share  in 
this  encomium  also;  and  to  none.  I  believe,  is  it  more  applicable 
than  to  ours.    Xo  one,  I  think,  can  examine  the  records  of  the 
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town  (fortunalcly  ])rcservc(l  from  Ihr  hc-innin-).  -ind  ;.:o  over  llic 
period  from  1765  to  llic  close  of  llic  war,  willmui  hrin-'  deeply 
impressed  with  the  character  of  tlie  men  who  stf)od  in  this  place, 
our  fathers,  and  took  upon  tliemselves  their  full  share  of  the 
great  responsibility.  They  took  for  their  wat(  hwnrd  the  motto 
appended  in  1765  to  tlie  instructions  -  ix  cn  to  Samuel  Clark,  their 
reiM-esentive  in  the  General  Court.  "Hoikm-  tlie  kin:;,  hut  save  the 
Country,"  and  kept  it  throuL;hout  the  contest.  These  instruc- 
tions, full  of  patriotic  ardor,  were  ordered  in  town-nieetinc;  to  he 
inscribed  at  lengtli  upon  the  records  **  as  a  memorial  to  ages  yet 
unborii,  of  the  present  generation's  high  sense  of  our  natural 
and  chartered  rights  and  indvileges."  'Jdiey  held,  I  was  g'Mug 
to  say,  an  almost  contin.ual  town-meeting,  adjourning  from  month 
to  month,  or  week  to  week,  as  occasion  required.  'Idiey  sent 
the  French  neutrals  to  Canada,  and  provided  them  money  to  go 
with,  on  condition  that  thev  should  never  return.  Under  a 
sense  of  their  "duty  to  tlie  times"  they  restricted  the  use  of 
what  we  should  deem  the  necessities  of  life,  but  what  they 
termed  its  luxuries.  A  long  list  of  the  articles  jirohibited  you 
will  find  upon  )  our  records.  They  chi\se  a  committee  of  safet}',- 
and  a  G(M"nmittee  of  correspondence  with  the  town  Boston, 
and  their  re|)lv  to  the  famous  letter  of  Hoston,  —  which  1  hope 
before  this  occasi(Mi  closes  will  be  read  in  your  hearing,  spread 
at  length  upon  the  records,  —  is  unsurpassed  in  the  language 
which  was  uttered  bv  any  town  at  that  eventful  lime.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-three  names.  —  all  the  heads  of  families  or 
freeholders.  —  appear  upon  your  records  ai^jK-nded  to  the  articles 
of  association  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress  at 
rhikKLd})hia.  whereby  the  Colonies  practically  sever  their  con- 
nection with  the  mot'ner  country.  It  is  to  be  noted  also  with 
grateful  pride  that,  in  the  same  voice  and  votes  in  which  tliey 
assert  their  own  rights,  they  maintain  those  of  all  men,  and  con- 

4 


26 


clcmn  slavery.  'Ihcy  say  that  it  appears  absurd  to  pk-ad  for 
libcrt)'  and  yet  ixUronize  the  most  eruel  servitude  and  bonda.^e  ; 
and  yet  the  "poor  Alrieans  taken  from  all  thai  is  dear  to  them  on 
their  native  soil,  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  libeilx  i emainin.:;." 
**  \Vc  v.ish,"  they  say,  *' to  maintain  eonstitutional  libertv  our- 
selves, and  eannot  endure  the  tluur^ht  of  its  bciiiL;-  v.  ithhcld  fr<»m 
the  same  flesh  and  blood  for  no  other  reason  that  we  ean  coneei\  e 
of  but  because  the  CjocI  of  nature  has  been  pleased  to  tinL;e  their 
skins  with  a  different  color  from  our  own."  'J'hus  early  did  the 
principles  of  anti-slavery  take  root  in  this  town.'' 

Who  were  the  actors  in  that  scene?  We  onl\-  know  b\-  the 
records  and'by  tradition.  The  names  of  Daniel  Terrs ,  William 
Plimpton,  ]\Ioses  Bullen,  I'diakim  Morse,  llenr\'  -Ackims,  Nathan 
Plimpton,  01i\er  Ellice,  Seth  Dwi-iU,  bdeazer  Wdiite,  Scth 
Clark  and  Nathan  Coolidge  appear  constantly.  A»h1  the  soldiers 
who  sustained  the  cause  U}X)n  the  battle-fiekl,  —  the  youn<^  men 
who  left  the  plow  in  the  furrow,  and  v»ent  forth,  and  came  not 
back  again, —  how  little  do  wc  know  of  them  I  " 

The  history  of  a  town  can  best  be  understood  b\'  considering 
the  lives  of  the  most  prominent  actors  in  it.  In  an  enumeration 
of  the  citizens  of  Medfield  who  have  left  their  impress  ui)On 
their  generation,  the  hrst  to  be  mentioned  is  I^alph  Wheelock, 
the  first  sul)Scriber  for  removing  from  Uedham  to  Medfield,  and 
styled  the  founder  of  tlie  town.  He  was  a  nati\e  of  Shiopshire, 
England,  was  educated  at  Clare  Hall.  Cambridge,  became  a 
dissenting  clergyman,  and  was  calledi  an  emininent  ])iea<  Ikf. 
He  came  first  to  Watertown,  and  then  renu'vetl  to  Dedham, 
where  he  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  minister  at  the  time 
a\Ir.  Allin  was  choscn.  Jle  remained  in  Dedham.  performing 
manv  public  duties,  until  the  founding  of  this  town,  and  then 
removed  here.  He  was  the  magistrate  of  the  placi\  was  deputy 
for  Medfield  in  the  General  Court  of  Elections  at  more  sessions 
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tlian  any  oihcv  person,  and  was  ihc  person  conimissiont-d  by 
the  (iciicral  C'oui  l  I')  ])rrfoini  the  inari-ia;;v  service  within  the 
l)ouiu]s  of  IMechkKl  and  Mendon."  as  he  liad  previousl\-  l)ecn  f(»r 
Dedhain.  I  le  was  a  nrin  mark  and  proniinenee  in  thr  ('<»l(inv. 
and  from  him  descended  I'dea/er  Wheelork.  the  Iinhan  Mis- 
sionar\",  and  founder  of  Dartmouth  L\»lleL;e.'' 

Of  the  clen'vmen  of  the  town  there  never  should  he  for^Dtteii 
four  :  —  John  Wilson,  the  first  minister  of  this  town,  who  L;ra(luatetl 
in  the  first  class  at  Harvard  Colle,;\-.  who  ])reachetl  here  forty 
years,  and  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  who  came 
from  ]-^nL;land,  and  was  tlie  first  minister  of  ])Oston.  Joseph 
Ikixtei',  his  successor,  who  lilxewise  i^'eacluvl  hei'e  fortv  years, 
but  whom  tlie  town  came  \'ery  near  losini;  that  he  mi^-ht  become 
a  missionar\-  amonu^  the  Indians.  WIk-u  (^ONernor  Shute,  the 
Governor  of  the  Colony,  undertook  a  vt>va;.;'e  and  journe\-  to 
visit  tlie  Indians  in  ?\Iaine,  tliat  he  mi;4lit  learn  tiieir  habits,  and 
form  a  treat\'  with  th^em,  he  in\-ite  1  Mr.  Ixixter.  who  was  a  man 
"full  of  promise,"  to  accomjDanv  him,  with  a  \-iew  that  ho  shouKl 
remain  as  a  i-nissic>nar\-.  On  the  same  vova_^e.  mulertaken  in  a 
shallop,  the  Governor  invited  also  the  Chief-Justice  of  the  Col- 
ony to  accompan\'  him,  —  Chii.^f-Justii'e  Samuel  Sewall,  a  lineal 
ancestor  of  Inm  wlio  honors  us  with  his  ])resence  to  ]M'eside 
lo-dav.  While  in  ?vlaine  Mr.  l^axter  had  some  corresponrlence 
with  Ralle,  tlie  iMvnch  Jesuit,  who  ha  1  spent  all  lii*^  life  as  a 
missionary  amone;  the  Indians;  antl  wlien  Ivalle  complained  that 
the  Latin,  —  the  lan;^uai;e  in  which  the  C(HTespondence  was 
conducted.,  —  of  Mr.  l)axter's  letters  was  bad,  G<n-ernor  Slnitc 
replied  that  the  cldef  requirement  of  a  missionary  amon^i:;  the 
Indians  was  not  an  exact  knowled-e  of  the  Latin  tonpic,  Init 
that  he  possess  tlie  abilitv  to  brin^;  them  from  nature's  darkness 
into  Christ's  marvellous  li-lU.  TfH>rtvas  Prentiss,  wdio  preached 
here  fortv-four  vears.  whom  some  of  you  surely  remember,  that 
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most  (liL;nilk-el  aiul  ciinicst  man,  whose  force  of  t  haiMcter  \vas 
great,  who  was  a  in.in  of  tiie  iitnv)st  hh.'rality  of  min  i  an.l  of  the 
greatest  consistenc}-  of  hfe.  Dr.  ]  )aiHel  C.  Saunders,  whn  li-ft 
the  presiclenc}-  of  a  university  to  l)eeonie  a  nuni>ler  in  Medfirld. 
lie  was  an  exact  scliolar,  and,  as  we  remenihei  hiui,  a  slatoly 
gentleman. 

But  of  all  the  names  of  tliose  who  have  been  identified  willi 
Medfield,  two  are  pre-eminent  ;  two  tlu-re  are  wlio  have  gone 
out  from  among  us,  wlu)  ha\e  reflected  inij)eri>hable  honor  upon 
the  s})ot  of  their  h)irth.  Theirs  was  no  common  course;  they 
pursued  no  beaten  track;  the\'  struck  out  a  course  for  tliem- 
sclves,  and  in  the  dc-partments  in  v/hicli  t]]e\'  severadK'  labored 
they  produced  a  new  era  in  historw  Hannah  Adams  was  the 
first  American  lad\'  who  devoted  her  life  to  literature  ;  indeed, 
she  was  tlie  first  American  lad}'  who  attempted  to  enter  tlie 
field  of  literature  ;  and  we  can  never  realize  the  debt  of  obligation 
which  we  and  all  postei'ity  owe  t(^  her,  because  we  can  ne\er 
understand  the  [xn-ert)'  and  barrenness  of  the  literature  of  her 
time.  Take,  for  instance,  one  out  oi  many  of  her  work.s.  hei'  his- 
tory of  New  EnglaTKl.  —  an  excellent  liook.  allerwards  uscd  as  a 
text-book  in  the  Boston  schools,  and,  I  believe,  in  1  bu\  ard  Col- 
lege. Mow  many  histoides  of  Xew  Ihigland  do  you  suppctse 
there  were  at  the  time  slie  began  to  write  that  book  ?  Only  two. 
No,  not  two;  onl\-  two  books  wliich  C()uld  pretend  to  be  iiistoiies, 
or  which  contained  in  anv  connected  form  any  consid.erable  his- 
torical acciHint  of  Xew  Ihigland  ;  and  (me  o'l  them  was  Cotton 
Mather's  "  ^^lagnalia."  written  (^ne  hundred  years  before, — 
which  I  am  afraid  m\-  ecclesiastical  Iriemls  will  tell  me  had 
better  never  have  been  written  at  all.  —  and  the  other  was 
about  as  bad.  She  was  a  pioneer ;  siie  struck  out  a  C(nirse  for 
herself ;  she  drew  her  materials  irom  original  sources,  and  she 
acquired  a  national  re{)utalion.    She  took  tlie  j-'kue  in  America 
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Avhicli  IlaTiiiali  IMorr  held  in  lui-laiul.  Tell  it.  llierrfon', 
elsewhere  if  you  will,  Inil  tell  il  nut  in  tlu-  birthplace  of  Hannah 
Adams,  that  a  \\a)nian  eainiol  scr\e  hei'  country,  or  hlcss  her 
age,  and  that  she  is  not  entitled  to  tlie  education  of  a  man. 

And  if  )-ou  ask  me  foi"  the  other  name,  what  child  i»f  Med- 
field,  what  son,  is  known  throughout  the  land,  acroj^s  the  water, 
over  the  continents  be)'ond,  in  the  Sandwich  J.slands.  in  India 
and  in  China,  I  ask  you  to  tell  me  wheie  the  tunes  of  Ilebr(jn, 
and  the  Mi.ssionar}'  Plynni,  and  ?\Iount  X'ernon,  and  Hamburg, 
are  sung,  and  who  first  set  their  lines  to  measure?  He  went  to 
school  with  some  of  you  ;  he  began  life  as  a  trader  in  (ler)rgia  ; 
but  music  was  in  his  soul,  tlie  impulse  was  irresistible,  and  to- 
day the  name  of  Lowell  Mason  is  known  and  loved,  and  his 
recent  death  lamented,  wherever  througliout  the  world  the 
praises  of  God  ascend  in  song. 

-I  should  be  glad  to  si)eak  of  others.  Coming  down  to  a 
time  witliin  our  own  recollection.  1  should  be  glad  to  s])eak  of 
Daniel  Adams,  and  Dr.  Hewins.  I  should  be  glad  to  speak  of 
that  brilliant  yt)ung  man  cut  off  in  his  ])rime.  Lieutenant  Derby. 
I  should  be  glad  to  trv  and  draw  a  piclme,  if  1  thought  there 
was  any  chance  t)f  success,  of  Charles  C)nion.  And  J  should 
rejoice  to  speak  of  some  of  the  living,  of  Dr.  Allen,  oi  Xorth- 
boro.  who  went  out  from  us  a  youth,  —  but  who  returns  to  be  with 
us  to-day,  his  head  hoary  with  years,  and  himself  ripe  with 
honors  from  his  adopted  town.  I  should  nc^t  tail  to  s])eak  (.f 
the  debt  which  the  town  owes,  and  especially  the  young  peo])le 
who  have  been  through  the  schools  of  the  town  owe.  to  you, 
sir,"^  for  wise  couit-el.  for  timelv  adinonition.  and  for  a  steadfast 
adherence  to  the  best  and  highest  interests  of  the  young. 

}h\t  the  occasion  reminds  me  that  in  what  remains  to  be 

*  Rev.  Mr.  ScwnU.  }Mo-i<Unl  of  tlio  d  iy. 
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said  I  shoulJ  s])j;ik  cliicflN'  of  liiin  l)y  reason  of  whose  bounly  lo 
the  town  we  are  assemhleJ  lo;4et}u'r. 

George  Warren  Chenery  wa^  l)orn  in  MedtkUl.  lie  was  the 
son  o{  Ml.  Warren  Chenery.  an  iijiri-lit,  sturdy,  exetdlent  man, 
who  by  a  lile  of  foiesi-ht  and  iiuhistry  lind  ai-cunuil.itcd  a  eon- 
sidcrable  fortune.  After  jxissini;  throu-li  the  schools  nf  this 
town  ]\Ir.  Chenery  l)e.;an  life  as  elerk  in  the  emplov  of  ?\Ir.  ]-'i>kc-. 
and  afterwards  went  into  business  with  his  father.  He  was  not 
a  nv.iii  who  was  liked  by  exerybody,  Init,  what  is  far  better,  h.e 
was  a  man  whose  qualities  entitled  him  to  the  i^espeet  of  e\ery- 
body.  He  had  himself  strong  likes  and  (li>lik-es.  ami  it  must  be 
that  such  a  m.m  will  (Mfend  some;  but  nobody  vvcr  doubted  the 
honest}'  or  the  puritN"  of  his  jnn'poscs.  or  the  trueness  of  has 
heart.  Me  did  not  ])in  his  faith,  or  his  opinions,  or  his  course  in 
life,  to  the  course,  or  opinions,  or  faith,  of  anvbody  else.  lie 
was  truk\'  independent ;  vet  alon<;- with  this  indejiendence  tlu  re 
was  a  degree  of  refinement  and  sensibilits-  about  him  wliieh  marked 
him  as  a  gentlemaii.  And  then  there  was  a  generous  desire 
wdiich  he  ]X)ssessed  to  make  the  mo.-^t  ol  himsell,  and  t<^  do  his 
best.  He  might  have  done — nothing,  h'rom  chiklhood  he  was 
of  sle*ider  constitution,  and  lie  was  atlbeted  duidng  most  of  his 
life  by  that  terrible  malady,  the  asthma.  ;  and  he  might  well  ha.ve 
sought  excuse  from  the  trusts  and  activities  of  life,  if  an_\  bod}- 
may.  Wath  his  father's  ample  fortune  to  fall  back  upon,  it  would 
have  been  easv  for  hini  to  lead  a  listles>  lile.  lie  might  have 
been  a  spectator  of  tlie  great  drama  of  life,  instead  of  a  partici- 
pant in  it.  If  he  had  cho.scn.  he  might  ha\e  shirked  the 
responsibilities  of  life.  lUit.  friends,  if  h,e  had.  we  should  not 
have  been  assembled  to  do  him  houi^r.  I  have  said  that  he  chose 
the  best  things,  l^y  travel,  by  books,  by  observation,  and  by 
studv,  he  cultivated  his  mind,  and  who  shall  not  say  cultivated 


liis  heart  also.  Inil  he  sf)iiL;lU  the  Ijcst  lliin:.';s  for  ollicrs.ns  well 
as  for  liimsclt,  and  one  cf  the  enn^taiil  siihicels  df  his  iiiloTe>l 
was  the  tmvn  in  wliieli  h^  was  hnm,  imd  in  whii  h  he  dwrlt  ;  and 
he  often  remaricod  nintn  what  in  \:n'ious  jiarlieiilars  and  in  dif- 
ferent respeets  would  1h  r.ofit  or  in!|M-o\  e  tho  town,  or  add  to  it  ; 
and  oft«.-n  rei;retted  the  ahsence  in  tlie  town  oi  an\-  l.uildin^  suit- 
nhle  for  jnihlic  ]:)nrjx)ses.  /\nd  thus  it  canu'  to  pass  thai  on  his 
deathd-ied  he  left  the  beqnest  whieh  reared  tli;>  odifiee.  l^et  its 
walls  forexer  stand  as  a  memorial  of  a  )ounj.-  man  who  in  life  was 
true  to  his  trusts,  and  chd  his  best,  ile  was  cut  off  in  tho  n'lidst 
oi  his  yoais  ;  he  died  at  the  aL;\-  of  hjss  than  lort\'  \l::vs;  )-L-t  wh.o 
shall  sa\'  that  he  did  not  aceom[)lish  mueh?  Who  sliall  sav  that 
such  a  liie  as  his  was  not  worth  lix  inj;  ?  Xav,  sliall  \w  rmi  all 
unite  in  sayiuL;  in  reference  to  him,  "  That  life  is  lon^;'  w  hieh 
answers  well  life's  end"  ? 

But  our  duty  would  not  be  performed  if  we  failed  to  remeni- 
bcr  oiu-  obliL;-ation  at  this  time  to  another,  his  wife,  —  and  m>w  his 
widow.  It  is  sufficient  to  sa\'  that,  while  she  mii;ht  ha\e  em- 
bairassed  the  Trustees  in  the  di.sclKU"i;'e  of  their  tluties.  while  sh.e 
mii;-ht  have  retarded  the  erection  of  tliis  buildin;;".  while  she 
mi^ht  ha\  e  phiced  obstacles  in  the  wa}' ;  .^he  remox  etl  all  c>bstacles, 
she  hastened  the  erection  of  the  buildin j;  by  relinqui.^hinL;-  thai 
which  she  had  a  ri-lit  to  claim,  and  from  hr.st  to  last  she  co-oper- 
ated with  th.e  Trustees  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  ami 
assisted  them  with  clK-erful  help  to  the  end.  And  when  we 
rememd)er.  friends,  the  controversies  whicli  are  now  p:oin,:;  on  in 
two  adioinini;- towns  in  rei^ard.  to  bequests  of  a  juiblic  nature,  antl 
the  wav  in  which  selfish  men  usually  act.  and  beluJd  the  wax  in 
which  this  noble  won^.an  w  ho  stood  by  his  side  in  life  stood  In-  his 
bequest  in  death,  mav  we  not  take  from  fiction  its  address  to  one 
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of  the  most  beautiful  of  its  cliaracicrs,  and  ai)|)l)-  it  to  \'ou, 
madam?* 

"Lady,  lady,  if  llurc  were  more  like  vou,  llu-ie  wl  re  fewer  like  us." 

\Vc  (ledicato  tliis  liall  to-da)'.  all  tlu'  emotions  whicdi 

swell  the  heart,  or  rise  to  the  lips,  let  us  dedieale  oursehes,  also, 
to  a  life  of  hi'^h  purj)Oses  and  nol)le  endeaxor.  The  life  and  ex- 
am]:)le  of  him  whom  we  chiefl}'  commemoi-ate  to-da\-  thus  apjieals 
espcelally  to  the  }-oung  men  of  ^iledfield.  W'e  may  scatter,  and 
our  a\'ocations  are  to  be  j^rhaps  as  di\-erse  as  the  ])1aces  of  our 
abode;  some  will  remain  upon  the  old  liomestead  and  be  carried 
at  last  to  the  old  L;'ra\-e-)  ai'd  ;  some  ma\-  die  in  San  J-'raneiseo  ov 
Japan,  and  be  buried  b\'  uidvuown  hands;  some  ma\'  be  wealthv, 
others  may  l>ear  throui;-h  life  the  cords  of  pcu'ertv;  some  will  be 
successful,  man}'  will  be  disappointed  ;  but  whate\  er  our  avoca- 
tions in  life  ma\'  be,  or  wlierever  our  lot  u})on  eartli  ma}'  be  cast, 
let  us  fill  up  the  measure  of  life  with  <;ood  wf>rks,  animated  b}-  a 
right  heart,  so  tliat  at  the  end  it  ma}'  be  said  of  us.  "lie,  too,  did 
not  li\e  in  \'ain." 

At  the  close  of  tlie  Address  the  following-  p;ei"itleineii 
respoiidcd  l^rieflv  to  a])})rojM-iate  sentinieiits  oiv^'ii  ])y  the 
presiding  officer :  M.  M.  h^isiii:K,  I'^scp,  of  Med\\a\-;  (iiX). 
Ari,r:x,  Iiscp,  of  \\\st  Xewtoir,  Jamks  Id i:\vixs,  I^scp,  of 
Medfield;  W.  il.  Ixm.dwix,  of  iH».-.t()n;  C'iias.  P.  Ci.akk, 
of  Newton;  and  Rkv.  J.  11.  Wiocix,  of  Medfield. 

After  singing  tlie  Original  Ode,  tlie  Benediction  was 
pronotmced  b\"  Rev.  Mr.  W'iggin. 

•  >n-.  (  hrju  ly. 
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NO'JlvS 

APl'KNDrJ:>   TO  TJIF.   ADDRESS   IJV   K.   K.    HISIIOT,  KSQ. 

1.  Striclly  1651.  It  was  a  "villadge"  belonging  to  netlliain  until 
the  act  entitled  .Moaclfeikl's  I'ower.'" — J'i.f.  Xot^' ^.  In  the  succeed- 
ing year  (1652),  Medfield  was  hist  rrj^resented  by  dej)Ml\-  in  ihe  General 
Court  of  Election. 

2.  Xot  so  many  distinct  towns  entitled  to  representation.  In  the 
list  of  towns  sending  deputies  to  the  General  Court  of  l:^lection  in  1652 
and  subsequently,  Medfield  stands  the  twenty-eighth. 

3.  This  act  was  j)assed  in  1644.  —  2  J/tiss.  Col.  Kcc.^  6j.  It  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  preamble  recites  the  civil  conflicts  in  CJennany  as 
the  ground  and  justification  for  passing  it.  .Vntl  it  can  hardly  be  be- 
lieved that  in  the  state  of  civil  society  then  existing,  this  was  mere 
pretence.  It  had  remained  a  dead  K-tter. —  /7./.  H'i/iM'cw's  JIyjHhrici<: 
Unmasked^  10 1 .  Two  successive  presidents  of  Harvard  College  had 
held  l^aptist  doctrines.  And  see  the  grounds  of  Guv.  W'inthrnp's  oj)in- 
ion  in  Mrs.  Ilutcliinson's  case.  —  Wlnthrop' s  jounhil,  /.,  2^0. 

4.  3  M^iSS.  Col.  A\y..  243.  For  a  law  ])assed  in  1639  ujkui  the  sub- 
ject of  apparel,  /7./.  /  /</.,  27./. 

5.  The  inhabitants  of  Dedhain,  in  i(>36.  ])etitioned  liie  (General 
('ourt  of  lOlection  "to  ratifie  unto  your  humble  jjeiitioncrs  your  gianlc 
formerly  made  [in  1635]  of  a  ])Iantation  above  the  ffails,  that  we  may 
possess  all  that  land  which  is  left  out  of  all  former  grant.s  upon  that 
side  of  C'harles  Ri\  er  ;  and  upon  the  other  side  seven  miles  .^rjuare." 
Thev  further  pray  for  exemption  from  taxation  fur  four  years,  and  that 
the  Court  will  "  distinguish  our  lov.ne  by  the  name  of  Contentment." 
In  repiv  to  tliis  petition,  the  General  Court  ordered  that  the  plantation 
should  have  three  years"  immunity  from  public  charges,  should  be  called 
bv  tlie  name  of  Dedham.  and  should  "enjoy  all  that  land  on  the  east- 
erlv  and  southerlv  side  of  Charles  River  not  f«.»rmerly  granted  'jni<^ 
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any  town  or  p'tioiiLir  p"son,  anrl  also  to  have  five  niik-s  sqii.  ic  oi:  \c 
other  side  of  tlie  ri\cr."    'I'his  -rani  is  coj-i-d  the  first  p.i-i-  nf 

tlic   Dcdiiani   t..\vn  records,   and  sec  also  /  J/,70-.   C/>/.  A\r..  /,\\  , 
S         -V/-  terms  conipreliended  all  the  territf»ry  in  ihc 

colony  eastward- and  southward  of  Charles  River  above  ih.e'f.dU' r.ot 
previously  granted,  including  the  present  towp.s  of  Dedluim,  Medfidd, 
WrentlKini,  Ilellin;ihani.  W'alpole,  iManklin,  1  )over,  Xorfoll:.  and  Xr.i- 
wood  :  and  the  five  miles  square  on  the  north  ;ind  west  side  of  the 
river  embraced  Xeedham,  Natick  and  part  of  Sherburne.  .Medw;.y 
was  not  included,  that  lying  north  of  the  river  and  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  five  miles  square  on  that  side. 

Wlien  the  time  came  for  laying  out  a  distinct  village  (164'j;,  Dcd- 
ham  obtnir.ed  a  fiirtiier  grant  from  the  (General  ('oUit  as  follows:  In 
ansr.  to  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dedham  lYor  a  parcell  of  vphmd 
and  meadov.-  adjoyning  to  their  line  to  make  a  villadge  of,  in  quantity 
4  miles  south  and  north,  and  three  miles  cast  and  west,  bec.iwse  they 
are  streightned  at  tl-eir  doores  by  other  tounes  <.V  rocky  lands  ^:c.  Tlu-ir 
request  is  graunted  so  as  they  erect  a  distinct  village  thercvpon  within 
one  yeere  from  this  day,  Octob.  23  16.19,  '"^'^^^  C;ipt.  Keajne.  .Mr.  lul- 
ward  Jackson  c^'  the  surveyor  gei'in.erall  are  apj  ointed  to  l;iy  it  out  at 
any  time,  Dedham  giving  th.cm  a  weekes  warning." — j  J/tiss.  Co/. 
Rcc.,  jSi. 

The  following  is  tlie  record  of  the  laying  out  pursuant  to  this  grant  : 
"Whereas  there  was  a  graunt  made  by  the  Generall  Court  at  a  ses- 
sion the  22d  of  the  Sth  moth,  1649.  '^''^t''^  inliabilants  of  I^edham, 
ill  anijwer  to  a  petition  of  thiCires  for  the  cnlar-'ment  of  the  viihve 
theire.  as  by  the  sajd  grau'it  m.iy  m-^re  fully  appeare,  this  graunt,  so 
made,  was  layd  out  by  Captiyne  Rnbt.  Keaine  and  Mr.  Kdward  Jack- 
son, who  haue  subsciibed  it  with  theire  hands  in  manner  c^-  forme 
followinge,  vizt :  begiuinge  at  a  small  hill,  or  iland,  in  the  nieddow 
on  the  v.est  side  of  Charles  Riuer,  »S.-  nminge  from  thence  about  full 
west  three  miles,  and  then,  turninge  a  south  line,  ended  at  Charles 
Riuer  at  three  miles  0\:  a  quarter,  this  line  beinge  there  shorter  then 
by  the  graunt  it  was  allowed  to  be.  but  accepteed  by  th.e  grauntces,  the 
sajd  riuer  is  appointed  to  be  the  bounds  from  that  |)lace  t«»  the  place 
where  the  first  lyne  began.  This  Court  doth  approue  of  this  rc- 
turne  of  the  psons  aboue  mentioned  concerninge  the  bounds  of  ihc  sajtl 
village.  cS:  in  ansv.er  to  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dcdha.  doe 
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order  that  it  sliallie  railed  (^Meadfcild) — /  Cnn'i.'"    j  Af<rss.  CW.  A'.,-., 

The  UMCl  of  laiul  coiive)  I'd  by  tlie  la>l  L^nanl  is  now  \vlir>ll\-  in  the 
town  of  Medway.  The  ''liill  or  iland  in  llie  ineddow  "  is  near  the 
hcrase  of  the  late  Horatio  Mason,  and  the  th.ice-niile  line  **  ;il)f)ut  full 
west"  is  the  present  dividin;^  line  between  Slivrborn  and  Medwav,  and 
the  line  be.;innin^  at  the  end  of  this  and  running;  south  reaches  liic 
river  just  above  Medway  village. 

llavin;^-  obtained  this  grant  Oct.  23,  16.19,  nedhanj  held  a  tov/n 
nieeiini,^  Xov.  14th  foliowinl^^  and  set  apart  a  portion  of  its  ori-inal 
territory  for  the  new  town.  .After  recili:r;  the  above  ;^ra*iit,  the  lov.n 
voted  tirat  tli.ere  shall  be  "  L^ranted  (or  the  acconinufdation  of  tiie  vil- 
l  i'^e  so  iiuich  brad  within  the  west  end  of  the  l)ounfls  of  Dedhani  next 
l)0-astow,  as  is  or  may  be  contained  within  the  extent  of  three  miles 
east  and  west,  and  four  miles  north  and  south,  —  tb.e  form  ai;d  line  to 
be  \  aried  and  altered  as  in  the  iudc:ment  of  such  men  as  sh.dl  be 
(Iei')uted  tiiereunto  shall  seem  for  the  most  ct)n\enient  accommodation 
both  of  Dedham  and  the  said  village.'' 

Jan.  1,  1650,  Kleazer  Lusher,  Lieut,  lasher,  I'^nsign  Phillij^s,  John 
l)\\i;.;lu,  aral  l)aniel  bisher  were  aj.)j)ointed  to  L',\'  out  this  grant  from 
Dedham,  and  the  territory  laid  out  by  them  doubtless  conforms  to  the 
present  tenitory  of  Mcdfield  (all  that  portion  granted  In*  the  Cleneral 
Court  as  above  meritioned  u[)on  the  west  sidi*  c>f  Ciiarles  J\iver  now 
forming  the  lov/n  of  Medway. —  I'icf.  f^ost).  And  at  a  Imvn  meeting  sub- 
sequently held  in  the  same  year,  Dedham  passeil  a  vote  by  wliich  it 
''consented  unto  and  ordered"*  that  all  the  jjower  and  right  of  town 
gu\ernment  in  said  territory  be  trajismitted  and  delivered  unto  the 
town  ()f  Medheld  and  its  selectmen  forever,  Medfield  making  a  certain 
payment,  as  to  which  Dedliam  promised  reasonable  forbearance. 

l\ill  power  is  given  to  Medlield  as  a  tov.  n  by  the  fullv)v.  ing  ac  t,  eii- 
titletl  *' Afeadfeild's  Power,"  passed  by  the  deneral  Court  22  May, 
1651: 

There  beinge  a  towne  lately  erected  beyond  Dedham  in  the  county 
of  Suft'olke.  vppon  Charles  Riuer,  called  by  the  name  of  Meadfeilci, 
vp])on  theire  request,  made  to  this  General!  Court,  this  Court  hath 
graunted  th.em  all  the  p')wer  'priuiledges  which  other  townes  doe 
injcv,-,  accortlii^.g  to  law.  — /  Curia r  j_.)/<iss.  CW.  /wv..  22S  :  4  iJ.,  f^f.  /, 
46,  ■ 

After  this  the  town  regularly  ajipeared  by  deputy  in  tliC  General 
Court  of  Election. 
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In  1659  the  ('.ciKial  Court  made  an  aclclilional  -rant  unto  the 
town  "at  the  wrst  ends  thereof  two  miles  east  west  \:  iuwuv  miles 
north  tS:  soutli,"  and  C'apt.  Lu^lier  and  Licnt.  I'ishcr  were  apj)ointi.(l 
to  lay  out  lliis  grant,  which  was  done.  —  7  CW.  A'<\\, />/.  /,J7(^,j6u. 

'i'hc  territory  hiid  out  under  this  ^rant  was,  doubtless,  what  is  now 
the  remainder  of  MecKvay  beyond  the  ^^rani  west  f»f  tlie  river  in  iCk\(j. 
In  1 7 13  the  town  of  ^Tedway,  embracin^^  all  of  Medheld  west  of  tlie 
river  (/.  (\,  the  grants  of  16.19  -"^'^tl  ^^»59\  ^^'-^-^  off  as  a  distinc  I  town. 
This  left  remaining  in  iMedlield  that  territorv  whieli  ori<:inallv  fonned 
a  part  of  Dedham,  as  befor  .-  remarked. 

The  name  of  the  town  is  wrriously  sj)elled.  In  the  Dedham  town 
records  it  is  usually  s]K-lled  Medfield  ;  in  tlie  Medlield  records  often 
Meadheld  ;  while  in  the  records  of  the  General  Court  of  Klections  the 
Secretary  almost  in\  arial)ly  transposes  the  i  ami  e.  aufl  makes  it  "  Meatk 
feild."  The  brand  of  the  town  was  established  by  the  GeJieral  (  ourt 
as  follows  : —  f^'^.  Itt  is  ordered  that  the  marke,  or  letter,  in  tlie 
margent  be  the  brand  or  marke  for  Meadfeild." — ./  C't>/.  Jwy..  jj-^. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  territ(;ry  called  Ilogaslow  I  am  in  doubt. 
The  word  is  sometimes  used  as  synonymous  with  .Medtield.  Ihit  in  the 
Medfield  town  records  Medfield  is  spoken  of  as  "a  town  to  be  estab 
lished  7h\7/'  that  place  commonly  called  Boggastow,"  and  as  located 
''on  the  westward  of  the  bounds  of  Dedham  toward  IJoggastow,'"  and 
the  name  seems  more  properly  to  have  applied  to  v.hat  is  now  th.e 
southern  jxirt  of  Sherborn  and  the  eastern  part  of  Mcdway.  The  pci'i- 
tions  for  the  establishment  of  a  town  at  Sherburne,  and  the  action  of 
the  General  Court  thereupon,  refer  to  the  place  as  Jiogastow.  and  the 
farms  granted  at  IJogastow  to  Re\'.  jolm  Allin  and  rahers  were,  doubt- 
less, in  the  eastern  part  of  Meduay. 

6.  Kleazer  Lusher's  public  services  were  veiy  nunu-rous.  In  rec- 
ognition of  them,  the  General  Court  of  Idection  granted  him  a  tract  of 
land  for  a  farm  comprising  most  of  the  territory  where  the  present  vil- 
lage of  liolliston  stands. 

7.  It  is  indeed  true,  in  the  language  of  Hubbard,  that  Caj)!.  Df»th- 
rop's  company,  slain  at  Blood}-  Brook,  was  composed  of  young  men 
"the  very  Flower  of  the  County  of  Kssc.x,  ....  none  of  Avhom  were 
ashamed  to  speak  v.ith  tl:e  enemy  in  tlie  gate." — /.  /////'.  ///-/.  W<irs, 
llj.  But  the  additional  statement  that  they  were  "all  called  out 
of  the  towns  belonging  to  that  county  "  cannot  be  correct.  Holland 
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in  his  History  of  Western  Massarluisotls  falls  \nu>  the  same  error, 
and  in  In's  list  of  tl;c  blain  jnUs  Kobcrl  IIii;s(lalc  and  liis  sons  as  of 
^^anc hcsli>r.  The  coni])any  ^vas  conipc'^cd  cif  ycup,:;  men  fida  I:!s.s<.x, 
but  doubtless  otb.ers  Ircan  Deerfield  joined  it  on  its  arrival  iIktc, 
amon^^  them  Hinsdale,  ul  o  l.nd  reeently  ren.ovcd  fr< m  Mcc'f.eld,  ar,d 
Ins  sons.  Hinsdale's  licuj-e  in  ]\Icdl.eld  v.i's  ll  e  hist  lionse  norlh  of 
A"in.e  J'rook,  and  his  veil  is  still  in  use  U])on  the  estate.  So  also  Jun- 
nihan  .riinijncn,  —  son  of  John  riimiitf  n,  one  of  the  si;;ners  of  the 
o;i[j"iial  cf  nij.aet  foi-  rcinovrd  fn  ni  iVdl.am  to  Mcdhtld.  v.l.o  hatl  ^ub- 
fec'i'.ently  rcino\ed  to  ]\erhcld,  —  \vas  a  nundier  of  Ca])l.  Lolhit'j)'s 
(■(  nipany,  and  jxnishcd  at  JJucdy  Ihock.  'l\vo  years  and  one  (hiy 
al'lciNvard  the  father  was  lahen  1-y  tl:e  Jndiar.s  fiun  H<.". rhcld,  and  ear- 
licd  lowa.rds  Canada,  ar.d  likewise  ixrished  at  th.cir  h.nids.  —  1'.)/. 

8.  Medfield  was  burned  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  l^eb.,  167-6. 

9.  'J'ijr'Oihy  Dwi^rh.t  had  hem  for  many  years  the  lien.tenant  of  th.e 
ti'wn  ;  but  he  v.as  hor.oral  !}-  dischar^cti  (  n  his  ov.n  jetitu  n  by  the 
General  C  ourt,  May  27,  1668.  .Adams  was  appoinicd  aiul  conunis- 
r.ouicl  in  has  j-lace  Jan.  6,  jC-j:^. — ./  Cel.  fi.  2,  J^'J*,  ST^*- 
He  1  ad  bci'-l  t  lin  jTCo)  of  l^kazcr  ] a-.^ her  tl.c' farm  j^rar.ted  lo  the 
latter  by  the  General  Court,  comprising  most  of  the  j^resent  vilhn-e  of 
Hrilli>i(^i^.,  and  placed  his  sons  upon  it,  but  never  reuKUed  there  iiim- 
."^clf.  !\lai. 'J  lu  n^.ns  Sava^:e  was  commaauler-ii:  chit.f  cif  all  th.e  foices 
rent  fcr  the  protection  of  T^Iedheld. — j  CoL  A\r.,  /2. 

JO.  It  h.as  been  stated  that  the  Sur.day  before  the  assault  the  In-- 
dia.ns  v.ere  seen  on  the  hei;..lils  cf  McanU  Nch-  ar,d  Necai  Hill  rs  tl  e 
1  <  .  )  h  came  out  from  public  worslnp,  an.d  tliat  the  Kcv.  Mr.  \\  il:.(  n 
b;;d  V  ariM  d  la's  llock  to  be  vi^alant  against  snrj^risc. — Jh:  S,7//f/iA ; s's 
J //s/i /■;<■.?/ Sc/  i"(';/.  If  this  is  so.  th.eir  unguardetl  con.diiinn  is  nnitler 
of  greater  surjMise.  The  fn.st  liouse  burned  was  that  of  Lieut.  Sanu;el 
Morse,  which  ^{ood  v.pon  somewhat  high  grcumd,  a  few  rods  soutli-cast- 
e:ly  of  the  j  rescr,l  residence  of  the  Mis.-es  J  ury  and  Mary  ^b•rse,  lait 
upon  th.o  norili-westerly  side  of  the  road  as  il  then  ran.  The  tradition, 
which  set  nis  to  be  widu.ut  doubt  correct,  is,  that  "  vdale  IJeut.  ^b•vcc 
w.iv  pitch.in^:  1  ay  fn  ni  tl  e  mows  lo  feed  his  cattle,  eaaly  in  the  morn- 
in-  (  f  thedavv.hen  tke  burning  took  place,  he  micovcred  the  leg  of 
an  India.n  who  wa.s  concealed  in  the  hay.  He  quietly  let  out  his  cat- 
tle, ar.d  fUd  wiih  his  famil}-  to  the  fort.  '.He  liad  hardly  left  the  house 
b.eiorc  it  w  as  in  flames.    This  was  tlie  signal  for  the  work  to  commence. 
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At  llie  cl()-.c  of  ilu' w  ar,  this  saiuL-  J  lulian,  j).is.->inLj  ihrcui^li  the  tov.  n. 
n  irr.ttCvl  the  circuinst.ince  of  his  boiiv^  discovered  in  the  hay,  aiul  :!  1 
Ivj  slioiilj  not  !i  ive  moved  h  i  I  the  fork  been  thrust  thr<)U_;h  liis  iv  :." 
Tiicre  we^-e  f.^ur  i^anisons  in  the  town:  one  wliere  the  h'Uise  c>f  Mr. 
liiadford  Curlis  ii<nv  stands;  iMie  at  t!io  Isaac  Chcnery  h  jineste  a  1. 
where  ^^Irs.  Cohmm  n  )\v  re  sides  ;  one  at  the  old  dpt.  Si.ljy  hoii-e. 
afterwards  IVuachias  >dason's,  ami  sulisequently  tlie  lionustead  of  I'.i'"; 
late  Col.  joimsoii  Mason  and  of  Horace  Wi^^lu  ;  and  one  where  Mr. 
Lorenzo  Ilanh'ir^-  now  lives,  ddie  Indians  seem  to  liave  avoided  t'v.t 
portion  of  the  town  between  I'-ient.  Mnrse's  house  and  the  church. 

Near  tl.e  Inv.ise  of  the  late  Mr.  >doses  Cullavtl/on  South  Slreet, 
Eii/abetii  Smlih  was  killed,  and  her  son  Samuel,  then  an  infant  in  r.is 
mother's  arms,  was  tI>M)wn  into  the  air  and  left  for  dead.  He  v.-.is 
afterwa.rds  found  alive  at  his  mother's  bieast,  and  liveil  to  an  old  n;.;^- 
One  p  u'ty  crossed  tlie  meadow  in  from  of  the  ]-)re^ent  residence  of  Mr. 
John  l^'.IIs.  and  near  this  i)lace  were  kilkvl  Thoniis  Mason  (son  of 
Tiiomas  one  of  the  original  sul)5cribers  for  remv)vin/)  and  his  cdd*. st 
tv/o  sons  ;  but  his  v/ife  reached  the  garrison  with  their  youngest  chiki, 
from  w  liom,  tiie  tradition  is,  all  t!ie  M  isoi-.s  in  this  vicinity  have  de- 
scended. Alter  the  work  of  destruction  tlie  liulians  crossed  the  river 
at  a  britlge  wiiich  formerly  stood  between  the  present  turnpike  bridge 
and  Iw-astow's  bridge,  not  fai  from  where  ?dr.  kish.er  Nev.ell  now  live-, 
and  ludd  a  wild  feast  upon  tl.e  higdi  land  opposite,  'i'iie  position  r,{ 
this  bridge  is  shown  by  a  high  rock  on  the  bank.  King  rhilij),  whom 
tradition  reports  as  havijig  rode  in  exuliaiinn  during  the  burning,  lenp- 
i  ig  fences  and  ditches,  upon  a  black  h.or.->e,  caused  lo  be  po^led  Uiv.m 
the  bridge  a  piper,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 

*  '-Know  bv  tliis  jraper  that  tlie  Imli.ms  that  th;.u  hast  prov.jked  to 
'AVrata  and  Anger  will  war  tiiis  twenty-one  years  if  yrm  will.  There 
'•  are  m  xnv  Indians  yett.  We  come  300  at  this  Tijne.  \'ou  nun  t  con- 
''sidcr  that  lii?  Indians  loose  nothing  but  thei'  live^.  \ o\^  must  lor.sc 
"yonr  fair  houses  and  cattle."' 

d^iie  commoii  belief  that  tlie  ancient  I'eak  llou^e"  was  standing 
Wiien.  the  town  was  burned  is  p  obably  erroneous.  The  hot  present 
inform  ition  upon  tiie  subject  tends  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was 
part  'A  another  building  standing  a  sh.^rt  distance  from  llie  present 
sp  )t,  built  at  a  later  date,  and  moved  to  the  place  where  it  now 
stands. 

II.  Th.e  land  at  Sturbritlge  was  granted  in  172910  severa.l  pcti- 


39 


lioncrs  from  Mulfieltl,  aiul  was  callLcl  Ne  w  MidlR-ld  inilil  iis  iucciijo- 
lalic  n  in  1738.  li  v.as  f(  r  ^cmv  viv.l  a  kii;il  vi  ^  l.ii.t;ai< .11.  v.l.uc  il,c 
proi-iict(.!s  or  l].c>c  cn  i  lovLcl  I  v  lluii  v.uu  in  iijuiiAr,  ;\i  il 
rctiiincd  in  the  auitn.n.  ]■'(  i  s<  ii.c  linu'  afu  i  iIr  woiL  r.l  i  k.inni: 
began,  no  one  davccl  to  jpciul  il'.c  wiiiur  in  a  i-lacf  so  icinotc  iit>\a 
liabitaticn.  —  C/c://.ys  JJis.'vn'ra/  S./;a\  1:.  The  fi-sl  nu  clin^-hou.sc  v.^.!s 
conb\  crak  cl  by  llic  J^oa'.  ^\\.  ]':i\Ur. 

12.  Slavery  prevailed  in  jMcdfield,  and  it  is  perhajis  from  liiis  fact 
t]^;it  tbc  iceokuions  aie  *o  stroni;  and  so  j-ointcdly  direc  ted  ai'ain>t  it. 
Kc\.  ^Tr.  I'axler,  by  vill.  ]^robated.  in  17^5,  dc\ised  in  Jii>  v.ili-  "My 
nec^ro  slave  Nanny. during  my  wife's  life,  and  to  niy  said  negro  sla\e  1 
pix  e  bcr  freedf-m  at  ni)- wife's  decease."  Jn  a  codicil  l:e  makes  li  e 
betii:e?t  cf  frcLCA  ni  to  depLiHl  on  tl  e  condition  that  the  negro  wc-n^.n 
shall  "in  all  things  carry  and  bJiaxe  lierself  dulifidly  and  v.cll 
towards  her  said  mistress,  m}- w  ife. "  \\'ar\vick  Green  was  a  sbr.  e, 
brought  from  Africa,  an.d  v,as  the  body  SL-r\ant  (-f  Col.  W'lieeloek  in 
the  arm\-.    Nev.port  Green  was  also  a  slave. 

13.  TIic  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexir.gton  v.as  brough.t  to  Mrdlkld, 
as  to  the  other  towns,  by  n  horseman.  1  renu'mhrr  hearing  the  tradi- 
tion that  the  wall  in  front  of  the  late  Augustus  J'lirnpti»n  pl.ae  v.. is 
being  laid  the  day  on  vhich  the  news  came.  The  work  sloj^peii.  and 
the  n^:en  went  to  the  army.  This  was  but  a  sample  o{  tlie  ct)ndiict 
of  the  people.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  me  tlrat  1  am  unable  to  give 
some  full  and  personal  account  of  the  soldiers  froni  Mcdiield  in  the 
Revolu(i(  nary  A\'ar.  A  want  of  time  to  ma.ke  the  necessary  examina- 
tions, caused  by  tlic  ])re--ure  of  other  dulies,  alone  prc\enls  n:e  fi«»m 
attempting  to  gather  such  facts  as  are  now  accessible,  and  which 
indeed  are  f:i.Nt  fading  from  recollection  and  knowledge. 

15.  For  several  generations  the  descendants  of  l\ulj«h  Wlieelod; 
continued  to  live  iii  Medfield,  and  to  exercise  a  jiromini  nt  part  in 
public  alTairs.  Col.  Ephraim  Whcelock,  great-grandson  of  Ralj-h, 
was  ei'::ht  vears  in  the  Trench  and  Rev(>!ulionary  wars,  was  captain  at 
th.c  siege  of  Louisburg,  and  afterwards  served  at  Ticoncleroga  and 
Crown  Point.  He  was  tlic  grandfather  of  the  Mis'^es  Lucy  and  M  'ly 
;Mo;-se,  —  who  are  also  descendants  of  Samuel  Morse,  and  >li!l  reside 
iipon  his  original  honiestead,  —  and  wliosc  knowledge  and  intelligent 
zeal  in  matters  relating  to  the  history  of  tlic  town  deserve  the  liigliest 
praise. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  TIIK  l'Ri:sK\'l'  I'.ni.niNf;. 


The  style  of  the  architecture  is  a  ( lerniaiiizcd-Gothic.  The  chief  building 
material  is  of  selected  brick,  with  Xo\a  Scotia  sione  circssin-,  while  the  more 
Important  decorative  parts  are  of  ea>t-iron,  painted  aiul  sanded  in  imitation  of  the 
stone.  The  base  work  is  of  Rockport  granite,  with  the  jirincipal  steps  and  tiling 
of  tlie  large  main  vestibide  of  marble.  The  situation  of  th.e  ljuilding  and  surface  of 
the  land  are  such  as  to  give  a  story  of  twelve  feet  on  the  rear  siile,  and  a  portion  of 
the  ends  entirely  out  of  the  ground.  This  basement  story  contains  two  large 
furnaces  and  fuel  cellars,  with  one  of  the  main  hall  furnaces  in  each,  accommoda- 
tions for  police  detention  cells,  a  iirc-enginc  room,  witii  a  laigc  assemblage  room 
for  the  firemen,  a  room  for  the  town  liearse,  a  large  room  to  let  for  niechanicnl 
purposes,  two  small  cellar  rooms  for  use  of  stoies  above  ;  also  two  water  clo^et>.,  t^'c. 
All  the  partition  walls  of  this  story  are  of  substantial  brick  work,  and  four  stairwavs 
give  access  to  the  main  floor. 

The  floor  above  the  basement  provides  four  commoflious  stores,  the  Sch-ctmen's 
room  (containing  a  substantial  brick  vault),  the  Tublic  Library,  a  janitor's  room,  a 
rear  stairway  to  platform  of  main  hall  and  its  anterooms,  and  also  the  grand  stair- 
case to  the  hall.  The  vestiluile  from  which  these  stairs  start  is  finislud  with  a 
marble  tiled  iloor,  ash  wainscoting,  and  finely  frescoed  in  oil. 

The  main  hall  is  on  the  second  Iloor,  and  finished  well  into  t!ie  roc'f.  and  is, 
together  with  the  stairways  and  entries,  highly  finished  in  fresco.  There  arc  ante- 
rooms leading  from  the  platform,  with  a  gallery  above  them.  At  the  frc>nt  or 
entrance  end  of  the  building  are  other  anterooms,  on  each  side  of  the  stairway, 
communicatii-ig  both  with  the  main  hall  and  entry.  The  main  hall  windr.ws,  four 
on  each  side,  are  fmished  with  inside  blinds,  an(.i  the  room  is  lighted  at  night  by 
four  large  and  two  small  ciiandelicrs.  A  stairway  from  this  iloor  leads  to  th.e 
gallerv  over  the  front  anteroonjs.  and  others  again  to  a  still  iiighcr  r(*om  finished 
in  the  tower,  and  yet  others  to  a  deck  at  top  of  tower  roof  w  hich  is  covered  with 
copper.  All  ridges  are  covered  with  ca^t-iron  crcstings,  and  the  tower  deck  with 
an  iron  balustrade. 

A  tower,  eighteen  feet  square,  stands  at  the  left  front  corner,  th.e  main  building 
without  tower  or  projections  being  48x80  feet,  and  standing  sideways  to  the  main 
street.    The  tower  continues  a  proper  height  above  the  main  roof,  i-  surmounted  by 
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a  lofty  roof  of  its  own,  ami  tcrniinatts  with  the  observatory  deck  before  nnmccl. 
The  store  frcnt.N  nro  belwci  ii  thv  tower  an<l  a  i.Mojcctin;;  wini;  fiontvvard  i»n  the  ri^ht 
hand  corner.  'I'liis  wine;  is  hni>hc(l  wiih  a  sleep  roof,  showinj;  a  well  decotaitd 
timbered  gable,  etc.  .-\mplc  provisions  have  been  niaile  in  the  hall  for  water  closets 
at  each  end  of  the  bnildin,^,  and  all  pos.-ible  convenienre  lor  niakin-  the  buildint; 
thoroughly  constructed  in  every  part  and  coinpkie  in  all  ii>  appliamcs.  The 
outside  stei)s  to  the  store  on  one  end  antl  Public  Libra) y  and  Selectnim's  room  on 
the  other  are  ot  cast-iron,  and  the  land  about  the  building  has  luen  conii^letely 
graded. 

In  a  recess  built  for  tlic  purpose  in  the  vestibule  is  a  lari;e  and  elabnr.itely 
tinislied  iviarblc  tablet,  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Chenory,  the  donor  of  the  original 
building.    The  tablet  bears  the  following  in^^cription  :  — 

Dr.hiCA  ri;i) 

I5V  lli.^  iT.Li.ruv  T(  >\v.\s.Mr..\ 

TO  Tin: 

MEMORY  OF  GEORGE  W.  CHENERY, 
THKor(;n  whosk 
Lir.KUALITV    THIS     UITLDING    \V.\S  LKKClKl), 
A.  I).  MlK'CCLWn. 

G.  \V.  C. 

Born  March  4.  1S26. 
iy\cd    June  _^S. 
* '  St?}ipL-r  lion, u-(VL!us   // //. /  / < '.v A  /-< >j. " ' 
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SUPPLE^IENT.. 


SUPrLEMENT. 


The  following;  j^apci'S  will  .siirficl'-'nlly  explain  llie 
necessary  enlnroenient  of  tliis  lilllo  \'olLrir.e.  The  sev- 
era!  parts  were  perion^^ecl  according  to  llie  "Orckr  of 
Exercises"  lierewitli  given. 

ORDER  OF  EXERCISES 
AT  Tin: 

RE-DEDlCATiON 

OK  Tin: 

TOWN  }]ALL,  :\]1:)M-]]:L].), 

NOVEMUER  2,  1S74. 

MUSIC. 

Medfield  Corxlt  Laxi\  V.'m.  R.  Smei  ii,  I.c?.c1lt. 

LXTRODUCTOllY  RE>[.\]U;S. 
CiiAULLS  II.vM  vN  r,  y.-  \.,  rrc?iclcnt  of  the  Day. 

]lE^^ARKS. 

Ivcv.  J.  M.  ]v.  Eaton. 

Ddivery  of  the  Keys,  by  J.  B.  U.w.v.,  E.sq.,  Ch-iinnnn  of  llvj  T^.^:ldin^r 
Coiinniiice,  and  Reception  of  the  S.inic,  by  Rev.  C.  C. 
Sewall,  in  bjlKilf  of  llie  Citizens  of  the  Town. 


MISI(\ 

ni:i)iCA'i()i:\  i'1iavi:r. 

Kcv.  C.  C.  S»  w  M.i.. 
AI)lJRi:SS. 

RoiiiiKT  R.  LiMiui',  i:.-q.,  c'f  N\\\ii.M,  UMiucrly  of  Mctlf.Lld. 

Mrsic\ 

KOiAivKS  o'j  11  i:rs  iU;l"SJ 

SIXCLXC^. 

Hymn  ^vliUcIl  by  ti.c  l^i  v.  C.  C.  Si  wam.  for  lie  occasion. 

F.itlur  !  v.c  m.nk  tliC  evidence, 

On  whom  our  liopci  dt  I'ciul ;  — 
Tlic  witness  of  'lUy  providence, 

\\'ho^e  goodnc^i>  hath  no  cud. 

• 

The  h.o))c,  once  duri^lnd  witlioiit  fear, 

Delusive  proved  and  vain  ; 
Bui  now  v.e  gkidly  f;ail.cr  Kljc 

To  Icilify  ac;ain 

The  i;rjliliule  avc  oue  to  '1  hcc, 

Who  hatli  our  hojjc  icn<.vied  ; 
Reminding  n>,  where  th.at  niu.^t  be, 

No  cliani^c  can  c"cr  delude. 

O,  hear  t!ic  Irustfuh  earnest  tmcst, 

\Vc  breathe,  in  f.  ilii,  to  Thee, 
That  on  thi>  hon^c  Th.y  ble^^ing  rest  ; 

And  grant  it  long  to  be 

A  nun.unient  of  di  f  l^-ft  't  sense 

Of  duly  to  tl-.e  name 
Of  him,*  from  whose  munificence, 

The  gift  we  treasure,  came  ; 

And  long  the  iicnrt  of  youth  allure- 
To  seek  enduring  fame 

In  knowledge,  truth,  and  virtue  rurc, 
And  win  a  deathless  name. 

li:xj:i)iCTic)X. 

Rev.  A.  M.  Cii.\NK. 


•Gcor{:e  ClKnory. 


After  Viw/ic  l)y  Ilk   hai^al,  Ciiaki.i  s  1  Iaman  j-,  I'i.nj., 
of  the  cia)-,  uvAdv  llir  fc)]l(A\  ruuark.v. 


R]:makk.s  r.v  chaklis  jiamant,  i.^q. 
JajlUcs  aiui  Cc'ntl.Ditu :  — 

On  tlie.  loth  clay  of  SeiJtcn'il)cr,  a  litllo  more  than  two  years 
since,  we  were  assenilileil,  in  a  l)e:'iilil'ul,  iitd  ac  li\  e.  a!id  conven- 
ient builJin^"  for  the  ivdr])oses  l'>r  v.'hieh  il  wa-,  iiUein-U-d,  crv.-tlecl 
ii[)r)n  this  s})0t  1)}'  tlie  lil>era]ily  of  one  of  ll;c  ik'I  Ic  M»ns  of  this 
aneierit  town,  whose  nienioiy  we  clu^-ish  and  lionor  lo-chiy  as 
then  ;  and  now,  for  sinii]:u-  i)nr])oses,  and  will)  c\H'r  -i-atcful 
renieml.uances,  we  would  ha\e  our  tliouL;lits  and  fcclini^s  in 
unison  with  the  occasion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  JSth  dav  of  January  last,  while  our 
citizens  wxre  in  deepest  sleep,  the  terrify  in-"  alarm  of  Fire 
resounded  tluou;j;h  the  stieels  of  our  villa;j;e,  arousiui;-  us  oidy  to 
l)ainfully  witness  the  totid  destruction  of  the  beautiful  edifice 
Avhich  we  hiad  with  justirialle  pride  and  j  lca^ure  so  dedicated. 

Those  wl:o  witnessed  th.c  rapidity  with  which  the  destructive 
element  performed  its  v.oi-k,  tlie  flLnnes  sinuill:nK■ou^ly  leapini; 
and  shooting  from  roof,  tower,  and  every  windov;  of  the  structure  ; 
and  hnallv  the  crash,  as  ojie  after  anotlier  of  the  walls  yidded 
and  fell,  —  can  never  forget  the  scenes  of  that  di.-mnl  ni.Jit.  Mc-n 
stood  as  if  paralyzed,  powerless  to  stay  th.e  wc^rk  of  destru.ction, 
which  was  cc  n-.|  lete,  —  ir.velving.  it  is  heliwed.  a  greater  l<>ss  of 
propertv  th.an  tlie  aggregate,  since  the  memoralle  Idbtoric  con- 
flagration of  1676. 

Resolution  soon  took  the  I'lace  of  despondency;  some  of  the 
highest  feelings  of  ouf  nature  were  quickened,  and  sympathy  v.as 
aroused  to  activity,  in  i^artially  supplying  the  personal  losses  of 
some  of  our  citizens  who  had  suffered.    A  call  lor  a  meeting  of 
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the  town  was  proininly  ma  k-,  aii  l,  willi  feelings  of  pri.K-  an  1 
satisfaclion,  v.c  bear  icslimi^iiy  Icilay  lo  iIk-  entire  unanimity 
witli  wliich  the  asscmblcJ  voters  at  that  mcetin--  enthusiastically 
rL-spr)ndcd  in  tlic  alTninativc  to  the  question,  "Shall  \vc  rebuild?" 
'J'he  subsequent  i)r()eeetlinu;s  were  in  harnu»ny  with  the  sjiirit  of 
tills  meetini;.  'J'he  cr)mmittee  apjiointecl  by  the  town  at  once  lukI 
cnerg-etically  went  forward  wiili  the  work  c«)nhdcd  to  tlien),  and 
how  faillifully  and  well  they  ha\e  executed  the  tru>t,  let  these 
walls  silently,  but  eloquently,  s}-»eak.  ddiis  beautiful  edifice  ha^, 
phLunixdike,  arisen  Irom  the  ashes  of  the  f^irmei*  structure,  ami 
we  are  here  on  thi.^  d.li^htful  autumnal  da\  to  re-tledicatc  to  the 
jniblie  use  the  .ci'and  and  beaiiLil'ul  buildin:';  in  which  we  are 
asseinbled  ;  and  loiv;  ma\'  it  proudl\-  staiul,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
noble  spirit  whicli  gave  it  birth;  of  him  who  has  passed  the  dark 
vale  to  brighter  scenes  l)c\'t»nd  ;  to  gkuklen  th.e  hearts  of  the 
aged,  whose  sun  is  fa.^t  (.leseending  to  the  west  ;  antl  animate  all 
to  the  practice  of  those  virtues  which  are  in*.ii>.pcnsable  condi 
tions  of  social  and  individual  security  aiid  happiness;  and 
remind  us — 

tlie  life  of  Ilcnvcn  ahovc 
Sj^rings  from  the  life  1il-1ow.'' 

Remarks  \wi-c  then  made  by  Rew  J.  M.  R.  I.aion, 
wcdcoming  citizens  and  invited  i^tiests  tt>  the  1  lall  and 
the  occasion,  followini;'  wlileli  was  an  address  by  J.  Ik 
Ham:,  lisq.,  on  de]i\ei-ing  the  keys. 

Ani)Kr:ss  i.v  j.  n.  iiAia:.  Ksn. 
J/;-.  Prcsiiioii  a)id  J'\-l!o',j-Ci/i::L  !is:  — 

You  can  all  recall  the  sad  8th  of  January  last,  when  we  found 
our  beautiful  I'own  Mall,  that  we  had  taken  so  much  pride  in, 
reduced  to  ashes,  together  with  the  piddic  library,  fire  ai)paratus 
complete,  and  a  new  hearse,  totally  destroyed,  ar.d  with  only  a 
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]xirtl:il  insurance  en  ll.c  Iniililin^;-.  Our  first  ihuuglil  was  that 
Ihclos^was  iiri'i^ual  lc.  luil  a  few  tlays  elapsed  before  iheic 
was  a  feeling-  dewloped  thai  as  tlu-  huildin;;-  had  been  a  gift  wc 
were  UKUiilK  Louiul  to  restore  it  in  all  its  hcaut\-  and  usefulness, 
and  at  a  town  nKetin:;.  called  the  24th  ol  Januar)',  it  was  vuted 
to  rebuild  tlie  Town  Hall. 

A  Committee  was  chosen,  consistin^i;  of  J.  ]'..  Hide,  J.  K. 
Cusliman,  IX  ] ).  Curtis,  A.  ]>.  l^irker  and  G.  11.  J  Jlis,  to  jau- 
cure  jjhms  and  estimates  fc»r  the  uc  w  building.  J-\-bruary  ;  ih, 
the  Committee  re}:orted  plans  drawn  b\'  'l.W.  Sillowa)-,  with 
statement  of  cstiniatcd  cost,  aiid  having'  had  a  short  time  fur 
procuring-  plans  it  v/as  voted  to  extend  tiriic  for  the  rc})orl  of  llic 
ccnmiittec  to  tlic  d:v\  of  the  annual  town  meeting.  Six  plans 
were  presented  Ahu'ch  2d. 

Votal  —  To  acccj-t  ar.d  adopt  the  jjlaiis  of  a  town  ball  cffcrcd  l>yT.  W.  S'illowny, 
of  I'uston,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  5iS,cco,  including  (.h  bris  of  former  building. 

VoUd  —  To  choose  J.  1'..  Hale.  J.  R.  Cuslnnan,  I).  D.  Cuili.s,  A.  J>.  Taiker  and 
George  H.  Ellis  to  be  tl\e  r.uildir.g  Coniniiitec. 

Voted  —  1  hat  i^aid  cen'.niiltee  be  authorized  to  conliact  with  n  s]>onsiblc  and 
coni]  ctent  builders  to  build  the  'J'own  Mall. 

Vtjtid  —  'i  he  Kuildir.g  Commitlce  be  instructed  not  to  exceed  5:o,ooo  for  the 
completion  of  the  buildinv;. 

Aureus!  -9.  1S74.  —  ^'nl<d — That  the  comniittec  be  autliorized  to  expend  a  .'•uni 
not  exceeding  5i,:oo  in  furni>hing  the  bi:ildiiiL>,  exclusive  of  the  I'ublic  Library,  and 
for  healing  and  lighting  ap[)aratus  for  the  same. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  placed  in  our  hands  the 
fitting-  up  and  fuirnishing  their  room  to  be  done  substantially  as 
it  was  before,  and  not  to  exceed  S500;  afterwards  ihcy  ordered  a 
cabinet  at  an  estimated  expense  of  ^50,  thus  giving  us  $550  for 

tbat  department. 

We  have  had  most  of  that  work  dene  by  the  contractors  of 
the  building,  and  we  now  report  the  entire  expense  of  the 


library,  fill  in  ;-  up  an.l  fiiriiishin.^,  at  .^5C)';.3.|.  for  wliich  iIk- 
prop.'r  voiK-hors  arc  rca  ly.  Willi  iIk'  f^l,2oo  for  furnisliin-, 
hcalin--.  an^l  li-Stiiv^^  the  rcsl  of  tlu-  buiLlin-,  \vc  have  jirov  urcd 
everything;"  dccnicd  necessary  in  cacli  dcparhncnl  so  far  as  uiir 
limited  tinvj  woiiLl  all.)\v,  not  intendin-;  to  overlook  the  snKille>t 
v\-ant,  aiiJ  the  exi)j!ise  lias  bee.i  vSi,i9>35,  for  which  the  proper 
vouchers  are  in  hand. 

For  tlie  construction  of  tiie  huil  lin:;  the  architect  C(<ni- 
menced  at  once  to  carefully  i)rej>are  drawin.^s  and*  .sjjecilicalions 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee,  and  as  soon  as  ready  they 
were  i^lajcd  in  tlie  hands  of  responsible  contractors.  W'e  had 
five  competitors,  to  the  louwst  of  which,  Messrs.  Mead.  Mason 
Co.,  of  ]3oston,  the  contract  was  awardeil  lur  the  sum  of  $]j,>^jO. 

In  the  course  of  erection  \arious  imi)rovements  ha\e  sug- 
gested themselves,  some  of  which  were  so  decidetlly  i';oo(.l  tliat 
w^e  have  felt  the  iiecessity  of  adoptin^.;  them,  and  by  so  doin;^ 
incurred  a  fin  tiier  expense  to  the  contractors  of  .^3 75.03.  So 
the  cost  of  construction  is  as  follows,  — 


Cor.tract  price,  ..... 

$17,870.00 

Dal.mcc — extras,  Me.itl,  Mas(.)n  cS;  Co., 

544.00 

"         "       Oli.s  Wcntworth, 

Arc'.iitcct  fees  and  expense.       .          .           .  . 

6.12.00 

Freight,  ...... 

1.20 

r>.  F.  Crchore,  iron  work,         .          .          .  . 

s-y 

C".  K.  Kershaw,  cell  and  vault  dof-rs, 

190.00 

Uiling  building,             .          .          .           .  . 

62.25 

Stucco  work,  ..... 

120.00 

I..  J.  SliL-pard,  frocoing,           .           .           .  . 

47500 

D.  lloi-^ington.         .     ■  . 

10.75 

K.  \V.  Sherman,  curl)-stone  work. 

30.00 

Cr.  \V.      F.  Smith,  iron  steps. 

25000 

\V.  F.  Whitrem  ">re.  jiainting. 

9-75 

J.  li.  Hale,  balance  over  sale  of  old  material, 

35  4<5 

We  have  drawn 

20,000,00 

Leaving  unpaid 

i^3-3.75 
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W  c  Ikivc  mIso,  at  [he  cariK:>t  i\-qik-st  of  pmniiiu-nl  c  ili/iMis, 
ortkiwl  iniii  -mIls  ir.y  \ cslihul-/.  wliii  li  will  still  Ik-  Id  f«.r. 

In  closin--  our  loj)  iit.  il  is  hut  ju.-.licc  to  s:iv  if  tluic  is  any 
credit  ill  our  work,  wo  aio  lar-\  ly  indc! .tod,  tlr.-l,  lo  tho  aroliitoot, 
a\Ir.  'J\  W.  Silloway,  of  Boston,  a  gvntlojiian  ol  large  cxpL-ricncc, 
Ihorou^^ldy  compctcrit  in  his  profession,  ar.d  a  sound,  i>raclical 
adviser,  who  has  entered  heartily  into  the  carrying;-  out  of  our 
plans,  and  was,  to  :dl  intents  and  purposes,  an  additional  niemher 
of  tlie  Co:nniitlee.  We  ehcerfully  commend  his  sei'vices  to  any 
one  desirin;.';  an  architect. 

Alessrs.  ]\lead.  ?vIason  &  Co.,  contractors,  and  Mr.  Otis  Wont- 
worth,  who  assumed  tiie  contract  lor  -  ran.ite.  brick,  slate,  niarl  lo, 
and  iron  worl;,  and  th.eir  CiTreient  suj)Lrintendents  ;  also  Mr.  Sliep- 
ard,  whose  frescoing  has  done  so  much  to  beautifv  thie  IniildinLC 
—  all  liax'o  entere.]  heartil\'  into  carryin.;  out  tlieir  contracts  in  a 
faithful  and  honorable  rna:incr,  aceordiiv.;  to  t'le  speciricatii>ns, 
and  so  li;j,']"iteninL;'  ver\'  mueli  the  duti^-s  of  tlie  ]-;uildini^^^  Com- 
mittee; and  we  recommend  them  with  ploasui'e  in  their  several 
spheres. 

We  are  indel)ted  to  the  ^Iess!s.  Ilanwood  ]'rothers,  of  lirom- 
field  Sti-eet,  Boston,  lor  a  i)resjnt  of  tlie  ck\:;ant  clock  tiiat  lulps 
so  nur.:!i  to  adorn  (nir  hall,  and  for  locatiii-  il  v/here  it  ma\'  be  an 
admonition  to  rdl  }~>ros\'  occupants  of  tins  desk.  And  to  ]).  ]). 
Curtis.  I'^.sq.,  for  a  present  of  a  fine  ea;:le  which  adorns  this  end 
of  the  hall. 

Tlie  Comniittce  appointed  sc^me  time  since  to  ]-»rocuve  a 
memorial  tahlet  to  the  memoi  v  of  Geori;e  W.  Cheiier}-.  haxe 
co-operated  wiili  tlie  IjuiLlin:;  Committee  h\  liavini;  it  placed  in 
position  io  he  readv  for  this  da\-.  In  deliverini,^  to  you.  as  tlie 
representatives  of  the  tow'i.  the  keys  to  this  l)uildinL,^  and  with 
them  the  rc\spo]isibilit v  whicli  has  rested  ui>on  us.  we  have 
endeavored  to  carrv  out  the  ti  u.-t  rei-oscd  in  us.  and  earnestly 
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hope  no  faults  will  l,c  foinul  thai  sliall  svii.aisl)  mar  llicmjoy- 
menl  anel  possession  of  this  iuiilJin-  f..r  ihc  various  uses  for 
which  it  is  iiUentled. 

Kcv.  C.  C.  Si.w.M.L  received  tlic  keys  on  l)eh:ilf  of  iIil- 
town,  and  made  the  following  address. 

ADHRKss  i;v  e.  c.  sr:wAi.i.. 

Jl/r.  Chairvio.ii :  — 

It  is  with  no  eommon  pleasure  thai,  in  the  name  and  as  the 
representative  of  the  citizens  of  Mcdfickl,  J  am  privile-ed  to 
receive  from  you  the  keys  of  this  hud  liiii;-.  1  acccjH  Ihcin  as  a 
symbol  of  the  noble  and  generous  bequest  of  our  bem-faelor ; 
intended  by  hini  as  a  means  of  providini;  Ix-tter  accommodalior.s 
for  the  discharge  of  our  civic  and  political  duties,  and  for  mental 
culture  and  social  enjoyment.  I  accept  ihcm  as  a  symbol,  also, 
of  a  sacred  trust  committed  to  our  keejjing  and  care. 

And  it  is,  Sir,  with  even  greater  pleasure  tliat  I  am  permitted 
to  thank  you  and  your  associates  for  the  interest  and  jKiins  you 
have  taken  to  procure  a  tasteful  and  serviceable  }dan  for  llie 
erection  and  interior  arrangements  of  this  building;  and  for  \  (>ur 
constant  and  faithful  supervision  of  the  construction  of  it.  I  auj 
sure,  Sir,  that  your  fellow-citizens  —  one  and  all  —  recognize  and 
appreciate  these  sei-vices,  and  are  most  heartily  disjioseil  to  con- 
gratulate you  and  your  associates  uf^on  the  timely  and  entirely 
satisfactor}'  conipletiori  of  )our  labors. 

The  building  is  universally  admitted  to  be  sujK'rior  to  that, 
the  place  of  which  it  talces,  and  tbic  Icjss  of  which  liad  been  so 
severely  felt  and  decjdy  regretted.  It  has  been  erected  in 
aceordiance  with  the  admirable  plan  of  an  arcliilecl,  whose  works 
dispku"  his  sujierittr  taste  and  skill  wherever  they  are  seen;  and 
with  industry  and  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  contractors  and 
workmen,  which  deserve  and  command  our  grateful'  recognition. 
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Its  interior  :ul(M-ninoiUs  —  alike  most  valiial  k;  and  useful  —  boar 
testimony  to  the  liberality  of  donors  eloscly  connected  by  family 
ties  and  associations  with  the  peo])le  (.^f  the  ];lacc. 

And  now,  Sir,  Ion--  after  he  who  addresses  you.  and  the)'  in 
wliose  behalf  I  am  speak-in--,  sliall  have  passed  away  from  all 
earthly  scenes,  nKiy  this  hall,  in  all  its  beaut}',  bear  testimony  to 
them  who  shall  succeed  us,  of  the  appreciation  and  ^rateful 
acknowledgment  of  tlie  services  of  voui-.-M.lf  and  \our  associates 
of  the  Building  Ct)mmittee,  by  the  present  citizens  of  .Medfield. 

These  keys,  as  I  ha\-e  said,  are  a  synd)ol  (sf  the  trust  which 
is  now  committed  to  us.  'Idiat  trur^t,  Sir,  we  uill  faithlull)'  k'cep. 
Tiiis  beautiful  hall  reveals  to  us,  and  will  speak  to  others,  of  the 
nan:ic  and  the  liberalit)-  ot  our  noble  benefactor.  Mis  name  you 
have  inscribed  on  the  tal^let  which  ineets  the  eve  at  the  entrance 
of  the  building,  and  the  beaut}'  and  perfection  of  which  must 
strike  ever}-  beholder.  And,  b}'  God's  blessing,  we  will  transmit 
the  building,  uninjured,  to  future  generations,  with  that  taldet 
still  beai-ing  the  menmrial  which  we  all  feLl  to  be  mobt  truly 
deserx  ed  :  — 

Sein}K  r  /ninnyioi'Itis  kihhI  pnstcrus.''^ 

An  ap})ro}M-iate  prayer  of  dedication  was  then  offered 
by  Rc'V.  Mr.  Skwall,  aftci"  which  Rc;i;ek'J'  R.  Bisiiop,  Esq., 
delivered  tlie  followiivg  address. 

Al)l)Ri:SS  \IY  KUDKK'l  R.  lUSllOP,  l-SO. 

W'l:  coMi:  again,  —  in  the  beautiful  Indian  summer,  when  the 
forests  are  pur[)le  and  gold,  and  the  showers  of  their  falling 
leaves  carp^et  the  earth,  —  we  gather  again,  to  o})en  the  doors  of 
///is  hall.  The  tire  h.as  done  its  v/ork.  The  beautiful  structure 
which  you  had  hoped  to  hand  dovrn  to  posterity  is  ashes.  We 
come  to  find  tlie  legacy  reproduced  by  faithful  hands,  in  con- 
struction move  thorough,  with  all  knov/n  defects  remo\ed,  as 
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artistic,  as  Ix^aiitiful  ;  and  \vc  siiudxly  trust  that  if  tlic  }nmiL;-cst 
child  in  Mcdficld  sludl  live  to  tiic  a^^c  of  our  vciicralk-  fiicud 
whose  chair  to-day  is  \acai\t, or  of  the  other  wucralde  men 
whom  1  sec  before  me,  fathers  of  t]:e  town,  wliose  li\es  ha\e 
been  its  life,  and  whose  biograpliies  ha\e  been  its  histor\-  for  so 
many  years,  the  child  sliall  die  with  its  walls  still  standin;:;,  and 
its  doors  still  oi)en  for  the  performance  of  the  public  duties  of  a 
free  people. 

So  much  v.-as  consumed  ;  so  much  has  been  restored.  lUit 
all  was  not  destroyed.  What  if  t!\e  records  had  goiie  !  'J  hanks 
to  a  wooden  safe,  built  when  oak  lumber  was  plenty  and  work- 
manship you  ma)' be  sure  was  genuine  and  sincere,  —  thanks 
that  it  was  not  a  modern  contrivance  witli  a  coat  of  black  ])aint 
to  keep  the  fire  out  and  a  lude  to  let  it  in,  —  the  records  were 
not  lost.  The  tale  of  the  life  of  this  town  from  the  days  of 
Ralph  Wheelock  to  your  own  is  still  preserved  and  si)eal:s  from 
their  pages.  Do  not  forget  that  tliey  contain  tlie  gei  ni  of  all 
that  makes  us  a  free  i)Coplc.  Chikl  of  the  Jveiormation,"  —  the 
historian  says,  —  "  Cliild  of  the  Reformation,  closely  connected 
witli  the  past  centuries  and  witli  tlie  greatest  intellectual  strug- 
gles of  mankind,  New  l:"ngkmd  had  been  jdanted  l)y  enthusiasts 
who  feared  no  sovereign  but  God."  f  I'hese  enth.usiasts  were 
scattered  all  o\-cr  the  colon);.  b^.\er)-  little  town  bristled  with 
theni,  and  when  the  tiiiie  for  the  great  struggle  came,  turn  back 
the  leaves  of  )"Our  own  records  for  a  century  to  fmd  how  well 
your  fathers  comported  v/itli  th.e  grandeur  of  the  occasion  ;  turn 
them  back  to  find  ever)'  princi[)le  of  tlie  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence pre\"iou-ly  asserted  in  \"our  own  town  meetings  ;  turn 
them  back  to  challenge  attention  to  tlie  eloquent,  the  fer\  id,  tlie 
daring,  the  righteous  and  tlie  prophetic  language  of  tlie  uidaiown 
draughtsman,  which  would  have  done  lionor  to  the  pen  of  Joseph 

•The  l;uc  rvov.  Dr.  Allvu,  of  Noi  ibl.oio.  1  liaiu  rof  r.VoL  4,  i'.  VA. 
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Warren  or  of  Samuel  Adams  or  of  Josiali  Ouinev,  Jr.,  and  uliieh 
the  town  voted  sb.oiiM  hv  "  ])iU  upon  file  in  llic  town  records,  as 
a  memorial  to  ac;es  yet  unborn  of  tlie  present  generation's  high 
sense  of  the  iniix')rtancc  of  our  natural  and  charter  liberties." 
What  if  tlie  train  of  unicorn  generations  which  was  to  read  tliesc 
words,  with  incixasir.g  awe  as  the  ages  pass,  had  been  cut  short 
on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-four! 

And  if  tlicrc  were  heroes  in  those  days,  —  if  they  were  your 
ancestC)rs  and  m.ine,  —  what  is  the  le£:son  v.  liich  their  h\  es  teach  ^ 
They  show  tlic  true  character  of  an  American  citizen,  then,  now, 
to  thic  latest  generation.  Eitlier  we  have  no  opj^ortunities  given 
us  from  God,  or  we  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  ou.rsclves  if,  accord- 
ing to  the  measure  of  our  opportunities  and  the  character  of  oiu* 
circumstances,  we  do  not  likewise  prove  ourselves  faithful  to 
the  high  trusts  of  men.  It  v.ould  indeed  be  an  empty  worsliip 
to  bow  at  the  shrine  of  the  past  an.d  not  to  attempt  to  incor- 
j)orate  into  cur  own  chai-acters  its  strength  and  truth.  In  the 
comparison  I  am  ashamed  to  walk  ihc  same  streets,  to  look 
upon  th,e  same  landscape,  to  ha\e  deri\-ed  my  existence  from  the 
san.e  sj  ot,  if  I  emulate  not  th.e  same  qualities.  To-day  we  come 
into  this  hall  for  the  formal  and  congratulatory  exercises  of  its 
opening  ;  to-morrow  you  v.  ill  occuiw  it  for  a  far  more  important 
purpose.  See  to  it,  tliat  as  the  liberties  of  the  country  were 
born  of  the  vigilance  of  the  pcojde  in  their  town-meetings,  they 
be  not  lost  by  their  neglect. 

The  jireseiU  danger  is  not  an  open  one;  it  is  as  insidious  as 
it  is  danrerous.  The  danger  to  th.e  countrv  now  takes  the 
forni  cither  of  corruption  or  of  indiilerencc.  And  these  evils 
usuallv  iio  hand  in  hand.  Did  vou  ever  observe  it  ^  the  best 
men  usually  aid  the  worst  men,  until  the  best  men  wake  up. 

*  The  d:;y  of  the  annual  election. 
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Th'jii  they  ci'Lisli  the  worst  mjii,  and  then  g'o  to  sleep  ci;;ain  ; 
and  the  rascal  comes  a;ain,  and  makes  a  trade  of  the  vh  tue  he 
claims  to  have,  and  <j;ets  elected,  d^iius  the  best  i^lay  into  the 
hands  of  ti\e- \V()rst.  T'nere  is  no  sii^ht  so  pitiful  as  men  of  the 
best  pur])oses  and  motives  led  captive  at  the  will  of  a  charlatan, 
unaware  of  his  v/iles,  unconscious  of  his  i:)Ower,  bci^uiled  by  his 
parade  of  virtue.  The  vice  of  modern  times,  —  glitter  for  gold, 
pretence  for  reality,  profession  for  prin:iple,  —  v/ins  the  victory 
if  you  are  not  ever  on  tlie  alert.  No  wonder  that  character 
shrinks  from  a  contest,  and  ])ropriety  even  from  contact,  with 
the  worst  element  in  polilics.  No  v.'onder  that  all  the  better 
elements  of  our  nature  turn  Vvdth  aversion  from  the  held  where 
public  office  is  sought  for  private  advantage,  and  the  higli  mo- 
tives which  ought  to  animate  a  public  servant  give  place  to  the 
basest.  But  remember  that  tiie  fate  of  the  countr)'  depends 
upon  whether  true  m:^n  abandon  the  active  field.  Will  you 
accomplish  the  purpDse  of  dislionest  politicians  by  allowing  them 
alone  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  tlie  ])ublie?  In  the  conse- 
quences I  know  not  which  is  the  worst,  tlie  corrupt  politician 
seeking  place,  or  tlie  man  who  from  whatever  motive,  —  distaste, 
indifference,  or  sentimentality. — mistakes  his  duty  so  far  that  he 
will  liave  nothing  to  do  with  public  aifairs.  Therefore  I  appeal 
—  I  instinctively  appeal — -to  the  men  of  this  town  to  attend  to 
the  duties  for  the  performance  of  v/hich  this  hall  is  provided. 
Be  citizens..  Be  vigibmt  citizens.  Never  seek  tlie  j)ovv'er  of 
office;  never  avoid  the  responsibilities  of  men  I 

"  Of  what  avail  is  jilough,  or  s.iil, 
If  freecloiu  f.ail  I  " 

And  if  you  differ  from  me  in  my  estimate  of  the  importance 
of  this  subject,  —  if  }-ou  tiiink  attention  to  tliese  duties  may  be 
excused,  and  especially  in  a  small  town,  —  there  is -one  question 
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wliirli  I  wisli  to  ask.  In  llic  }'ear  ci'^lUccn  1  iiiridixd  and  Tifl}'- 
onc,  this  town  cluvsc  as  its  re}  i\ .^.cnlati\ c  to  tl^.c  Ciencral  C"c;iiit  a 
man,  who,  tlirou;.;i'!oiit  tlK^  ;jrc:it  contest  as  to  who  should  l.c  the 
successor  of  Daniel  W'ebstei'  in  the  Senate  c»f  tlie  I'nitecl  Sta.tes, 
voted,  steadily  and  conl iniiou.-d y,  at  every  hallot  from  the  Ijegi)!- 
niiig  to  the  end,  for  Cliailjs  Sumner.  Jle  v.-as  never  absent,  lie 
never  wavered  ;  tlie  roll-call  still  shows  his  name.  And  when 
after  the  hiusc  of  nearly  three  mont'is  fi'om  the  bcidnnin--,  on 
the  twenty-sixth  ballot,  Charles  Sunmcr  was  elected  by  [precisely 
the  requisite- number  of  votes  without  a  sini^L-  vote  to  spare,  he 
liad  th-c  satisfaction  of  knowin^j;  that  liis  hdelit)'  had  achie\'ed 
the  grand  result.  If  this  were  now  any  question  of  j^art)',  —  if 
there  now  remained  any  savor  of  part}'  about  it,  —  it  would  l  e  in 
a  hi^^li  degree  im])ro})cr  on  this  occasion  to  rdlude  to  it.  JUit 
Charles  Sumner,  thank  God,  before  he  died  liad  pro\-cd.  to  the 
world  how  far  he  was  beyond  the  domain  of  party.  As  in  the 
ligiit  of  histor\'  we  loolv  bad:  upon  that  e\-ent,  as  no  eye  but  a 
proplict's  coubl  then  discerii  it,  we  sa\".  It  was  the  Troxadence  of 
God  ;  and  my  question  is  :  W'liicli  of  you  will  undertake  to  esti- 
mate .the  consequences  to  manldiid  if  your  rei^res.entatixe  in 
eighteen  Inmdred  and  fift)'-o:"ie  had  f^dtered  in  b.is  cour.-e 

And  thus,  friends,  as  we  dedicate  tliis  luiildin:;,  and  lad 
welcome  to  it  for  all  the  future  all  good  thoughts,  all  high  aspi- 
rations, all  fittin.g  s])cech,  all  e.xliilaratii^g  song,  decorcuis  and 
enlivening  festivities  fen"  youth,  serious  and  gra\-e  affairs  for 
men;  we  jx^rform  —  is  it  not  so.' — the  higli  woi^k  also  c;f  dedi- 
cating ourselves  to  the  best  in  life;  to  tlie  best  in  life,  for  life 
and  forever;  allegiance  to  tlic  truth,  in  politics,  morals,  societv; 
hatred  of  shams;  a  stea  l)-,  undeviatiiig  purpose,  and  an  unwaver- 
ing faith,  l-'or  as  God  lix  es,  He  crowns  the  work  and  never  fails 
to  set  His  seal  upon  the  honest  effort  of  tlie  earnest  soul.  Thus 
shall  we  best  thank  the  donor  of  this  hall,  —  himself  a  vigilant 
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citizen,  —  himself  an  example  botli  of  the  spirit  of  i)rivate  reeti- 
tude  ami  of  pul^lie  honor,  —  thank  him  with  our  lives,  wliich  arc 
better  than  our  words. 

At  llic  close  of  Mr.  Ijisiiop's  Address  several  gentle- 
men responded  in  earnest  words  a]:)propriate  to  senti- 
ments read  by  the  President.  Rev.  J.  H.  Wiggix,  of 
Marlboro;  Rev.  Mr.  Craxe,  of  Medfield;  R.  T.  Lom- 
bard, Esq.,  of  Medfield;  J.  \k  Hale,  Escp,  of  Medfield; 
Georgi-:  Cu>lmixgs,  of  Medfield;  T.  W.  Silloway,  of 
Boston;  N.  T.  Allex,  of  West  Newton;  R.  R.  jiisiiop, 
Esq.,  of  Newton;  and  W.  H.  Baldwix,  of  Boston. 


A  BRIEF  SKETCH 

OF  THE 

MlNlS'l^RY  IN  THE  SEVERAL  CIIUKCIIES  IN  MEDEIELD. 


FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

This  churcli  was  o!c:anized  in  the  course  of  the  year  1650.  No 
more  definiie  record  of  its  organization  remains.  Rev.  Jolm  Wilson, 
Jr.,  —  son  of  Rev.  John  Wilson,  first  Pastor  of  the  Eirst  Church  in 
Charlestown,  and  afterwards  first  Pastor  of  tlie  Eirst  Church  in  Bos- 
ton—  was  installed  first  Pastor  of  the  church,  December,  165 1.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  class  graduated  at  PEarvard  University,  in 
1642.  Pie  had  been  previously  ordained  and  settled  as  Pastor  of  the 
Eirst  Church  in  Dorchester,  and  as  CoaJjutor  of  Rev.  Richard  ^Euher, 
Teacher  oi  that  church.  He  continued  in  the  active  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  hiis  ministry  in  Mcdfield  during  forty  years  ;  preaching  twice 
on  tlie  last  Sabbath  before  his  death,  August  23.  1691,* 

Rev.  Joseph  Baxter  was  ordained  Pastor,  April  21,  1697.  1-aghty 
persons  were  then  members  of  the  church,  and  three  hundred  and 
seventy-one  were  added  during  his  miiiistry.  ]Mr.  Baxter  was  widely 
known,  and  unix'ersally  esteemed  among  tlie  most  inlluential  ministers 
of  the  times. 

Re\'.  Jon:ithan  Townsend  was  rect-ived  into  the  church  and  ordained 
Pastor,  October  23,  1745.  During  his  ministry  —  which  terminated 
October  9.  1769  —  sixty-four  members  were  added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  Thomas  Prentiss.  D.D.,  was  admitted  to  full  connnunion  and 
ordained  Pastor  of  the  church,  October  31,  1770.  His  character  was 
highly  esteemed,  and  his  iniUience  was  extensively  felt  tlirougliout  this 

*'<'rhc  fir-t  in^taiuT,  n<  f:n  a<  i-  known,  cf  j.iMvcr  a:  a  fuiuTal  in  Mas-n<  lrvi-(  tr<,  ^va<  at 
the  Iniiial  of  tlir  Rev.  M  illiani  Ailani-.  (^f  Roxhury,  Aip^ai  r  RMt'^-)  Mhcn,  a>  Jiiil;:.("  St  \v;;ll 
noted  in  hi-  Diary.  '.Mr.  AVll-oii,  of  Me<lfn'M,  i. rayed  with  ;he  eoui'i.uiy  I  cfore  they  wer.t 
to  the  grave.'  "  —LcrhfonVs  Plain  J)c'ili/uj,  j).  SO. 
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coininunity.  ami  in  all  the  iici;j,lil;c)i"inL;'  chiuclics.  IIu  dic-'.l,  universally 
bolo\-cd  and  lanu-nlcd,  ]'\  bnuiiT  2;>,  iSr.},  in  llic  sixty-sc\  c-ntli  \  car  df 
his  ai.^e,  and  the  foit\'-hnii'Lii  of  his  ministry.  One  hundred  and  ci^.dity- 
eight  members  were  added  to  the  ehnrcli  while  he  was  its  Paslor. 

Rev.  Daniel  Clark  Sandei-,  D.I).,  —  reeently  President  (>[  \^ernu)nt 
Uni\ersity,  and,  })rcvi(ni.-ly,  I'asLor  of  the  Congregational  Cluu-eh  in 
Vergen.nes,  Vt.,  —  was  unanimously  invited  to  become  Pastor,  ])ecem- 
bcr  7,  1814,  and  was  in.stalled,  ]\l>iy  24,  1S15.  l*^i:;hty-sevcn  j^eisons 
^vere  then  members  of  the  cliurch  ;  arid,  duiirii;-  liis  mini.-^try  —  wiiieh 
terminated,  Mareh  2,  1S29  —  iori\-  memburs  were  added. 

The  church  continued  united  and  in  liaimoriy  un\il  1S27.  At  tl;is 
lime  the  discussions  and  disserisions  prevalent  in  the  conmumity,  in 
relation  to  various  points  of  doctrine  and  of  clmrch  polity,  were  tlie 
occasion  of  much  a;;"itation  and  discord  here,  Scx'cral  mendjers  of  the 
church, 'to^;ether  wiih  ilie  two  Deacons,  v^ithdrev/ ;  and,  impjelh  cl  In' 
their  religious  con\ietions,  formed  a  Second  Congregational  Clunch 
and  Society.  During  the  mini^,try  of  Dr.  vSanders,  a  large  and  llour- 
isliing  Sunday  School  was  formed,  in  1S18.  I'his  was  one  of  the  fust 
Sunday  Schools  established  in  tlie  viciniiy.  Stoves,  for  heating  the 
mccting-housc,  were  fust  introduced  here  in  1826. 

Rev.  James  Augustus  Kendall  —  son  of  Rev.  James  Kendall, 
D.D.,  of  PI}]nouth,  ]\rass., —  was  admitted  to  full  coinmunioii,  and 
ordained  Pastor  of  the  church.,  November  10,  1S30.  He  was  dismissed, 
at  his  own  request,  June  26,  1S37,  and  cordially  recommended  to  tlie 
svmpathy  and  fellowship  ot  any  church  wilh  which  he  miglu,  in  the 
pro\idence  of  God,  become  connected.  During  iiis  ministry  twenty 
members  were  added  to  the  church.  Th.c  Church  Covenant  was 
simplified.  A  new  llymn  ]5ook,  compiled  by  Rev.  F.  Vv'.  ]*'.  Green- 
wood, of  l)Oston,  was  adopted. 

During  the  interval  between  tlic  dismission  of  Mr.  Kendall  and 
the  settlement  of  his  successor,  the  nieeting-diouse  was  remodeled, 
and  thoroughly  repaired.  Pes  position  was  changed,  a  steeple  erected, 
and  a  vestry  added. 

Rev.  Charles  Robinson,  formerly  Pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  l-]astport,  }.Lune,  and  recently  of  the  h'iist  Church  in 
Groton,  Mass.,  was  installed  Pastor,  October  16,  1039.  After  an 
able  and  faithful  ministry,  during  wliicli  tv/enty  members  were  added 
to  the  church,  he  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  October  16,  1S50. 

Rev.  Rushton  D.  Purr  was  ordained  Pastor  of  the  church,  January 
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T2,  1 853'  'T^-'^^^  ciilori'd  upon  ll;c  work  of  his  niinistiy  willi  inuch  zeal 
aiul  inclaslrw  ILn  in^jj  rccviwfl  a  call  to  become  l^istoi  of  the  I'liita- 
rian  Chui'cli  in  Marietta,  C">liio,  his  pastoral  connection  was  dissoK'ed, 
at  his  own  recjiiest,  September  6,  1S57.  Durin^^  his  ministry  fne 
memljers  were  atldeil  to  tlie  churcli. 

J\.e\'.  Solon  \\\  b  isli  — recentl}'  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Con;;rcga- 
tional  Church  in  ])nrlin_;ton,  Yt.,  —  was  installed  l\istor,  December 
24,  1S57.  Durin^j;  his  peacelLd  and  efiicient  ministry  twenty-three 
members  were  added  to  t!ie  church.  He  was  dismissed,  at  his  own 
refpaest,  in  iSrj5,  and  l^ecame  editor  of  the  Cliristuiii  R\^i>f.'r^  a  weekly 
religious  jDaper  published  in  ]3,)ston  ;  and  is  now  actin\^^  Pastor  of  the 
First  Con;j;re^i:ational  Church  in  Xeedham,  Mass. 

Jvev.  James  H.  \ViL,;;in  —  recently  Pastor  of  the  Second  Cona;rec;a- 
tional  Church  in  ?\rarijlehead,  I\fass.,  —  was  installed  Pastor,  October 
6,  1S6.7.  ])arin_j,-  has  niinistry  the  plan  was  adopted  of  having;  (;idy 
one  sermon  on  Sunday,  and  this  in  the  afternoon,  preceded  by  the 
services  of  the  Sunday  School,  which  was  systematized  and  cnlarg-ed, 
and  made  one  of  the  niost  efiicient  and  successful  schools  in  the 
vicinity.  Conference  meeting's  were  held  on  Sunday  evenings,  and  a 
series  of  puldic  lectures  given  during  the  winter.  Tire  prosperity  of 
the  church  and  the  Sunday  School  was  thought  to  exceed  that  of  any 
fornier  perioel  of  tlieir  history.  Mr.  W'iggin  —  ha\  ing  recei\'ed  a  call 
to  become  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregation  d  Church  in  Marlborough, 
AIiss.,  —  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  ,\Firch  i,  1S73.  During 
his  ehicient  ministry  fifteen  members  were  added  to  the  church. 
Rei)airs  are  now  being  made  upon  the  church  edifice,  costing  ujnvards 

of  ^(d.OO^. 

BAl'TIST  CHURCH. 

Xeirlyone  hundred  vears  after  th,e  settlement  aiid  incorporation 
of  the  t'awn,  a  few  persons  —  entertaining  tlie  sentiments  and  comic- 
tions  of  the  PajDlist  denominition  of  C!u-i>tian->  —  began  to  h.old 
meetings  for  separate  religious  wor>!ni\  From  this  small  nucleus 
proceeded,  soon  afterwards,  a  society  of  quite  considerable  numbers 
and  strength.  Tlie  first  meetingdiouse  was  buili  in  1770.  A  church, 
consisting  ()f  twenty-nine  members,  was  organized  in  1776. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cair  —  a  mcmljer  of  the  h'irst  i)a[!tist  Chaarch  in  l'o^ton, 
and  a  graduate  c^f  l>-owi\  University  —  was  unanimously  invited  to 
become  Pastor,  .\ugust  25,  1776.  and  wa.s  ordained  to  that  of'ice,  Sep- 
tember iS.  1776.    An  extensive  revi-cal  Vv'as  enjoyed  in  177S;  during 
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which  thirty-six  incnibcrs  were  added  to  the  cliuicl).  The  society  Avas 
also  increased  in  hke  proportion,  and  th.en  cndDi  aced,  it  was  said,  the 
greater  part  of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  the  town. 

I'his  briy^htcst  period  c»f  its  history  was  succeeded  b\-  many  yeva's  of 
darkness  and  distress.  The  church  was  rent  by  eontro\-ersics  and 
discussions.  Expectations  —  apparently  well  grounded  —  of  a  large 
pecuniary  legacy  were  disappointed.  So  discouraging  was  tlie  condi- 
tion and  prospect  of  <afrairs,  that  a  meeting  was  called  for  the  express 
purpose  of  dissolving  tlie  society.  The  completion  of  this  purpose 
was  happily,  and,  it  would  seem,  pro\  identially,  prevented. 

From  tlie  year  iSoS  preaching  v.as  constantly  maintained. 

In  loio,  Rev.  William  Canimell  v.as  unanimous!}-  invited  to 
become  b'astor,  a]:id  accepted  the  invitation.  He  possessed  peculiar 
gifts  for  the  ministry,  and  was  pojuilar  and  influential  as  a  citizen. 
Under  liis  pastoral  care  the  church  and  society  prospered.  His 
resignation,  in  1S23,  was  much  regretted  by  them,  and  by  the  commu- 
nity. He  liad  baptized  eighty-eiglit  persons.  After  his  removal, 
twerity-five  members  of  the  churcli  —  then  residents  of  Dedham  — 
witlidrew,  and  formed  an  independent  society  there.  The  number 
remaining  in  the  original  church  v.as  now  sixty-iiine. 

In  182.^,  Rev.  J.  liallard  was,  by  vote  of  the  church,  constituted 
J^Ioderator  of  all  future  meetings.  Without  any  more  formal  intro- 
duction to  the  pastoral  orfice,  he  v.as  \'eiy  successful  in  the  discharge 
of  its  duties  for  the  space  of  about  four  wars.  The  former  prosperity 
of  the  church  appeared  to  be  returniiig  v.-hen  his  remo\'al  again  dark- 
ened tlie  j)rospect. 

The  jvjlpit  was  now  supplied,  for  several  months,  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
Boswell. 

In  1S30,  Rev.  glioses  Curtis  became  Pastor,  by  unanimous  vote  of 
the  church.  During  liis  ministry,  of  about  tlu'ce  years,  the  ch.inch  was 
enlarged  ;  but  it  also  experienced  seasons  of  great  trial.  He  baptized 
twent}'-three  persons.' 

His  in-;mcdiate  successor — Rev.  Amos  Lefavour  —  apj)ears  to 
have  been  a  man  of  singular  temperament,  and  of  absurd  pretensions. 
During  the  few  months  of  liis  ministry,  he  v.as  thought  to  have  done 
all  in  his  power  to  injure  or  destroy  the  chuich. 

In  1S34.  Rev.  Horatio  Loring  was  unanimously  invited  to  become 
Pastor  of  the  church.    He  accepted  the  invitation:  and,  after  a  min- 
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istry  of  tlircc  yc:irs,  ihc  dissolution  of  his  pasloral  conned  Ion  wn.s 
un i \  c r s a  1 1  }■  re g i  c I tc  cl . 

In  IC3S,  the  n:ccling-l:ousc  now  occupied  by  tl:c  society  was  built. 
It  v,ns  dedicated  on  the  tliird  day  of  Octoher,  and  the  Kvw  1).  V;. 
riiillips  was.  at  tlx'  same  time,  ordained  I'a.slor  of  the  cliurch.  In 
1S41,  a  revival  —  rescn^bling  that  in  177S  —  v.as  enjoyed,  and  many 
were  added  to  th.e  church.  In  1S45,  a  season  of  seveie  trial  v.as 
o.pericr.ccd.  Thrcu^:hout  New  Eiigland  great  nioial  and  reliL;i()us 
questions  agitated  tlic  wliole  community,  and  the  peace  and  imion  of 
man}-  churches  were  nearly  extinguish.ed.  I'rcm  this  tribulation  tl.e 
cl'.uich  in  IMcdfield  came  out  strong  in  liaimon}-  and  broth.erly  hue; 
and  afterwards  possessed  a  more  ccmnianding  position  anel  infiU- 
encc  in  the  ccn  ir.unity  than  it  h;ad  obtain.cd  at  any  previous  period  of 
its  liisloiy.    ^^r.  I1iilli]}s  dissolved  his  pastoral  connection  in  1S50. 

He  was  immediately  succeeded  by  Rev.  George  G.  Fairbanks,  wh.o 
was  settled  in  1851,  and  continued  Pastor  of  th.e  church  till  1855. 
During  his  very  able  nn"nistry  ten  nicmbers  were  added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  J.  Lathrcp  became  Pastor  in  1856.  His  peaceful  ai.d 
faithful  ministry  ccntinucd  till  1862,  and  sixty-tliree  members  were 
added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  /\m.os  Harris  succeeded  Lathrop.  His  ministry  con- 
tinued about  three  years,  and  tv;enty-lour  mcm.bcrs  were  added  to  the 
churcli.  ISiY.  Harris  was  h.eld  in  highest  esteem  and  affection  1)y  liis 
flock,  and  in  universal  respect  by  the  community.  He  was  compelled, 
en  account  of  failing  health,  to  dissolve  his  pastoral  cor-nection,  in 
1S65. 

Rev.' A.  ^^^  Carr  —  previously  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Pramingham- — was  the  successor  of  IMr.  Harris.  During  his  minis- 
try, which  terminated  in  1S70,  the  society  prospered,  and  tv.enty-eight 
members  were  added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  A.  M.  Crane- — a  recent  graduate  of  the  Theological  Institu- 
tion at  Newton- — is  the  present  PastcT  of  tlie  church,  and,  by  ability 
and  fidelity  in  th.e  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  is  winning  uni- 
versal respect  and  esteem. 

During  th.e  yertr  1874,  th.e  house  of  worship  was  repaired  and 
improved  at  an  expense  of  $12,575,  one-half  of  the  aniount  ha\ing 
been  paid  by  Mr.  George  Cummings. 
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SECOND  CONGRKGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

The  Second  Con^re^cational  Church  was  orc^anizcd  Fcbruarv  6, 
1827,  coiisisling  of  se\-enleen  niembers. 

Rev.  Artliur  Graiii^er  was  installed  Pastor,  April  20,  1831.  Pre- 
vious to  this  tim^  ihi  church  had  received  an  accession  of  twenty-five 
members,  and  durin;;-  his  pastorate,  which  terminated  August  27,  1S32, 
twenty-four  were  added  to  the  membership. 

Rev.  Walter  Bidwell  was  installed  Pastor,  September  19,  1S33, 
and  dismissed  April  i3,  1836,  having  received  twenty-two  members. 

Rev.  Charles  Walker  was  installed  Pastor,  June  21,  1S27,  dis- 
missed, August  21,  1838. 

Rev.  John  R.illard  supj)lied  the  pulpit  a  year  and  a  half,  coni- 
mencing  September,  183S.  and  received  five  members. 

P^rom  January,  1S41,  Ivev.  Moses  G.  Grosvenor  supplied  about  the 
same  length  of  time,  and  received  to  the  church  five  members. 

Rev.  Thomis  T.  Richmond  was  instilled  Pastor,  October  25.  1842, 
and  dismissed,  September  12,  1855.  Tjiirty-four  were  added  to  the 
church. 

Rev.  Andrew  Pigelow,  D.I).,  was  installed  Pastor,  September  12, 
1855,  and  dismissed,  September  5,  i865,  having  received  seventy-one 
members. 

In  April,  1S67,  Rev.  Chester  Bridgmtn  was  hired  for  one  year, 
during  which  time  he  received  ten  persons  to  church  fellowship. 

Rev.  J.  M.  R.  Elton,  declining  a  call  to  settle,  commenced  his 
labors  as  acting  Pastor  in  18G9.  Tlie  present  membership  of  the 
chu^rch  is  one  hundred  and  four.  During  the  year  1843  chapel  was 
built,  the  church  repaired,  and  a  new  organ  placed  in  it,  at  an  expense 
of  some  over  $4,500,  of  which  sum  Mr.  F.  D.  PlIHs  furnished  about 
$3,300. 

It  is  obvious  how  exceedingly  brief  the  settlements,  and  'how 
unstable  the  condition,  of  the  ministry  during  the  last  half  century. 
The  orJinathyn  of  a  Pastor  is  but  rarely  mentioned  in  the  history  of 
these  churches  during  that  period.  P^very  Pastor  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church,  since  its  formation,  has  been  install :.i  'wwo  his 
office,  having  been  previously  settled  elsewhere.  The  churches  in 
Medfield  do  not  present  exceptional  cases  in  this  matter;  and  the 
fact  proves  how  great  a  change  his  taken  place  in  the  ecclesiastical 
relations  and  in  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  community. 
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FRI'J:  PUliLlC  Lnn^ARY. 

The  need  of  a  v.ell-oiganized  IHiblic  Library,  fully  aclaplcd-lo  the 
growin^^,-  uaiits  of  ir.telli^eiu  minds,  had  been  long  fell  and  remarked 
upon  in  the  community.  In  view  of  tlie  erection  of  a  spacious  and 
elegant  'iVv.n  Halh  th.c  subject  became  more  generally  rgitated,  and 
awakened  more  intense  interest  and  activity.  Prt  ])aralior.s  were  made 
by  the  ladies  for  a  public  Fair  upon  a  large  and  generous  plan,  —  the 
proceeds  of  which  sh.ould  be  appropriated  to  the  establishment  of  a 
lil:)r;ir}-  ;  and  the  sum  of  ^8co  was  obtained  as  th.e  result  of  their  c.\er- 
tioris.  A  nieeting  of  th.e  citizens  was  held  November  5,  1872,  at  which 
it  v.as  voted  that  a  room  in  tl:e  Town  Hall  should  be  set  apart  and 
suitably  fuinislud  for  the  accr n:mcdation  of  a  Public  Library.  A 
Board  of  Trustees  was  elected  to  manage  and  control  said  Library  and 
all  propcrt}-  heloi^ging  to  it ;  to  receive  all  gifts  and  bequests  in  aid  of 
it.  in  tiust  for  the  town,  and  to  allow  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  it  to 
all  th.e  inhabitants  of  the  town,  under  such  rules,  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  said  Trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  make  concerning 
it.  \\'hereupon.  Deacon  George  Cummings,  with  characteristic  liber- 
ality, offered  to  gi\e  f  ^co  in  aid  C/f  the  Library,  as  soon  as  it  should 
be  established  ;  and  also  $1,000,  in  addition,  as  soon  as  an  ecjual  sum 
sh.ould  be  n.ade  up  by  th.c  citizens,  for  th.e  like  purj.ose.  This  ofter 
was  accepted,  and  a  rocm  was  at  once  set  apart  and  prepared  for  the 
accom.modation  of  the  Library.  Deacon  Cummings  then  proposeel  to 
cnlaige  his  previous  ccntiibuticn  cf  $500,  by  adding  $300,  in  order  to 
make  it  equal  to  the  proceeds  of  the  Fair.  A  committee  was  chosen 
to  SLl'ect  and  purchase  books.  Miss  I\Lary  A.  Sewall  was  appointed 
Librarian.  Ar.d  on  th.e  29th  of  March,  1873.  the  Library- — consisting 
of  two  thcusar.d  volum.es  —  was  opened  to  the  public,  under  suitable 
regulations.  Looks  are  taken  ar.d  exchangeel  on  the  afternoon  of 
Wednesday  and  the  evening  of  Saturday,  in  each  week. 

\\c  regard  this  histitution  as  of  incalculable  importance  and  worth 
to  the  ccm.nun^.ity  ;  arid  esteem  it  hJgldy  creditable  to  the  taste  and 
intelligence  of  the  citizens,  that  it  is  so  well  appreciated  and  con- 
stantly used. * 

♦  Thi<  Libr.ni  y  v  mostly  dostroyod  l-y  lire  on  the  ruorniiig  of  January  8, 1874,  ?ince 
vhicli  time  it  b:i^  Leon  i)artially  replonisbed. 
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